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The Yoke 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 
HIS burden is too heavy. Please, 


dear Lord, 
Give me a little one that I can bear. 
My strength is small, it cannot long afford 
These great demands of toil, this 
weight of care. 


Take then this yoke. Have you not read, 
not known 
My eager invitation, “Come to Me”? 
Your burden is for you and you alone, 
But this will ease it. Come, and you 
shall see! 


Doubting, I came. Doubting the word 
He spoke. 
Wearily took the Master at His word, 
When lo! I saw it was a double yoke 
And half the weight was carried by 
my Lord. 
we 


Musical Notes 


Music is a great help to public and 
private worship. The Psalmist exhorts 
us to “serve the Lord with gladness: 
come before his presence with singing” 
(Psa, 100:2). When God delivered Is- 
rael from Egypt and brought them safely 
through the Red Sea, “then sang Moses 
and the children of Israel this song unto 


the Lord, and spake, saying, I will sing 
unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed 
gloriously .. .” (Exod. 15:1). It would 
seem that even in Heaven this song will 
be remembered (Rev. 15:3). Singing 
played a part in the defeat of the Am- 
monites and Moabites: “And when they 
began to sing and to praise, the Lord set 
ambushments against the children of 
Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which 
were come against Judah; and they were 
smitten” (2 Chron. 20:22). There are 
several passages in Paul’s Epistles that 
have, as it were, a musical background: 
“And that the Gentiles might glorify 
God for his mercy; as it is written, For 
this cause I will confess to thee among 
the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name” 
(Rom, 15:9); “I will sing with the spirit, 
and I will sing with the understanding 
also” (1 Cor. 14:15, Le.); “Speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making mel- 
ody in your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 
5:19); “Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly in all wisdom: teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 
3:16). Many of the greatest saints have 
loved music. Martin Luther trained his 
own family to sing well, wrote some of 
our great hymns, and wrote words and 
music for one of our sweetest Christmas 


% 


carols. Robert Murray McCheyne often 
sang a hymn in his morning devotions. 
Congregational singing, and singing at 
family prayers, has a double ministry: it 
lifts our hearts in worship to God— 
“singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord”; and by it we unconsciously 
strengthen one another — “teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs.” It is well 
in Sunday school and at family worship 
to choose hymns that can be understood 
by children, and hard words should be 
explained to avoid wrong impressions 
that might last for years. Beware of 
omitting the “third stanza” or any other 
merely as a matter of routine or to cater 
to the American sense of hurry. The 
best hymns are closely knit together, and 
omitting part breaks the author’s train 
of thought. Hymns stored in the mem- 
ory are useful in private devotions, and 
a source of great blessing in times of 
illness or other trials. Sunday school 
superintendents and pastors can increase 
interest in hymn singing by giving bio- 
graphical notes on authors and com- 
posers, or telling stories about the writ- 
ing of hymns. Music is a God-given 
means of arousing our dull hearts, re- 
newing our courage, and stimulating 
thanksgiving. “My heart is fixed, O God, 
my heart is fixed: I will sing and give 
praise” (Psa. 57:7). 
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Five Rules for Personal Bible Reading 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


gelische Kirchenzeitung, thé Ger- 
man theologian, Dr. Richard Otto of 
rules for the 
They are 


I AN article in the Allgemeine Evan- 


Leipzig, gives five good 
private reading of Scripture. 
as follows: 

1. Read the Bible with the question 
in your heart, What must I do to be 
saved? From all other questions, which 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“I will give unto him that is 
athirst of the fountain of the water 








of life freely” (Rev. 21:6b). 
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incessantly attack you in Bible reading, 
turn away back to this weightiest and 
most decisive one. Then will the eyes 
of the heart center themselves auto- 
matically on the heart of the Bible and 
the heart of God. This brings you into 
the great mystery of the revelation of 
God in His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
unspeakable and incomparable gift from 
God. This brings immediately before 
your eyes the mystery of His passion 
and the miracle of His bodily resurrec- 
tion from the dead and His ascension 
to the Father which, together, constitute 
the great Good News from God. Here 
thy salvation for time and eternity lies 
enclosed. This is the sunlight which 
alone lightens the whole Old and New 
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Testaments. Therefore read the Bible 
with the question in -your heart, What 
must I do to be saved? and then flee 
to the heart of God in Jesus Christ. 


2. Read the Bible with prayer. The 
Bible is a closed book if the right:key 
is lacking and if the divine Lord of the 
house, the Holy Spirit, does not open 
His house and present the treasures of 
the heavenly Fingdom. No earthly aids 
or humanly constructed efforts suffice to 
lead us to the spiritual knowledge of the 
Bible. Rather do you need the help of 
Him who prepared the Book in the cen- 
ter of human history, so strangely and 
so gloriously, and suited it to the needs 
of His Church. Only through the Holy 
Ghost will the apparently so human, so 
disunited, word of the Bible become a 
holy organism, a unity of life, of won- 
derful harmony in all its parts. By 
prayerful study of the Scripture you un- 
derstand more and more the mystery 
of inspiration, of the inbreathed, Spirit- 
filled character of the Bible: how here 
man, sinful and debased, draws nigh to 
God through His infinite condescersion. 
Therefore read the Bible with prayer. 
Beseech the Holy Spirit for light and aid. 

3. Read the Bible regularly, continu- 
ously, and in its entirety. As in all the 
serious tasks of life, so here must there 
be discipline and order, plan and pur- 
pose. Thou shouldst imprint it on thy 
mind, grow into its ways of thought and 
speech. Recall what a knowledge of the 
Bible our Christian forefathers once pos- 
sessed and consequently how firm it 
made them in their Bible faith. There 
are today many helps to such regular 
comprehensive and deepening Bible 
study. One can also with profit use 
fresh translations. Above all observe 
what is given you in the Bible from the 
fathers, namely, the references to paral- 
lel passages in the text. If you look 
up the places indicated and meditate 
upon them, you will soon come on the 
hidden and indispensable threads con- 
necting them and running through all 
Scripture. Your Bible will become strik- 
ingly living. The Word itself explains 
itself. Therefore read the Bible regu- 
larly. Be at home in it. Imprint on 
heart and memory a treasure of Scrip- 
tural words. 

4. Read the Bible reverently. Remem- 
ber that the Church of all times, the 
apostles and martyrs, and your own 
fathers bent humbly before it and 
thanked God that it is sufficient for the 
greatest and most decisive things cf life, 
In it God has walked among the genera- 
tions, as Lord and Guide of their history, 
in mercy and in judgment, 

5. Take the Bible literally and obey 
its word, Thy personal concern with it 
is no game, no pleasurable sport, but a 
deadly earnest matter. Therefore do 
not poetize over it, but hcld to the sober 
written Word, as Luther did. The saintly 
Schwabian church father, Albrecht Ben- 
gel, one of the most powerful of our 
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expositors, once said, “Te totum applica 
ad textum: rem tctam applica ad te” 
(“Apply thyself wholly to the text: apply 
the whole matter to thyself”). God 
meant what His Word witnesses to thee. 
He expects the confidence that every 
man expects who talks with you. He 
wishes to be taken literally. His utter- 
ances are as true today as formerly. His 


January 20, 1951 


grace and truth are for the present as 
for the past. And His wrath and judg- 
ment of the scorner are today impend- 
ing. Therefore take the Bible literally 
and obey it to the letter. In this word 
is life. It is a bit of Paradise, a hidden 
garden of fruit, a precious home of the 
spirit, a foretaste of the perfect exist- 
ence in which we are to have part, 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


What Is the Massorah? 


Mr. Arthur Petrie’s articles on “His- 
tory in the Hand of God” are very 
helpful. Could you give in “Notes on 
Open Letters” a further explanation 
of his statement about ‘“Massorah”? 
The word is net given in Davis’s Bible 
Dictionary, and I cannot find it. Is 
it a Hebrew word? Perhaps others 
2s well as I would be interested in 
the answer.—A Massachusetts reader. 
The “Massorah” was mentioned in Dr. 

Petrie’s second article (Oct. 28), as the 
source of his statement that while the 
name of God does not occur in the Book 
of Esther, on the surface, yet the divine 
name, “Jehovah,” is hidcen secretly four 
times in the book. The Ccmpanion Bible 
(Appendix 30) defines the Massorah as 
follows: 

“All the oldest and best manuscripts 
of the Hebrew Bible contain on every 
page, beside the Text (which is ar- 
ranged in two or more columns), a vary- 
ing number of lines of smaller writing, 
distributed between the upper and lower 
margins. This smaller writing is called 
the Massorah Magna, or Great Massorah, 
while that in the side margins and be- 
tween the columns is called the Massorah 
Parva, or Small Massorah,.. . 

“The small writing in the margins in 
this particular MS. is seen to occupy 
seven lines in the lower margin, and 
four lines in the upper: while in the 
outer margins and between the three 
columns is the Massorah Parva, 

The word Massorah is from the root 
masar, to deliver something into the 
hand of another, so as to commit it to 
his trust. Hence the name is given te 
the small writing referred to, because it 
contains information necessary to those 
into whose trust the Sacred Text was 
committed, so that they might transcribe 
it, and hand it down correctly. 

“The Text itself had been fixed be- 
fore the Massorites were put in ch-rce 
of it. This had been the work of the 
Sopherim (from sanhar, to count, or 
number). Their work, under Ezra and 
Nehemiah, was to set the Text in order 
after the return from Babylon; and we 
read of it in Neh, 8:8 (cp. Ezra 7:6, 11). 
The men of ‘the Great Synagogue’ com- 
pleted the work. This work lasted about 
110 years, from Nehemiah to Simon the 
first, 410-300 B.C, 

“The Sopherim were the authorised 
revisers of the Sacred Text; and, their 


work being completed, the Massorites 
were the authorised custodians of it. 
Their work was to preserve it. The 
Massorah is called ‘A Fence to the Scrip- 
tures,’ because it locked all words and 
letters in their places. It does not con- 
tain notes or comments as such, but facts 
and phenomena. It records the number 
of times the several letters occur in the 
various bocks of the Bible: the number 
of words, and the middle word: the 
number of verses, and the middle verse: 
the number of expressions and combina- 
tions of words, etc. All this, not from 
a perverted ingenuity, but for the set 
purpose of safeguarding the Sacred Text, 
and preventing the loss or misplacement 
of a single letter or word.” 


we 


Tracts and Booklets on 
Eternal Security 


Apropos of “Eternal Security” in 
your issue of September 23, may I 
suggest two inexpensive, paper-cov- 
ered books which are most help‘ul to 
those of us who are not great scholars? 

1. “Safety, Certainty, and Enjoy- 
ment,” by George Cutting. 

2. “Full Assurance,” by H,. A. Iron- 
side.—A Pennsylvania reader. 

After Dr. Merrill C. Tenney’s reply 
was published in the Times for Septem- 
ber 23, notes pro and con, including the 
above, were received. The following is 
a list of helpful tracts and booklets on 
salvation and eternal security: 

“Safety, Certainty, and Enjoyment.” 
By George Cutting. (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; 5 cents each, 12 for 60 cents. 
Gocd News Pub. Co., Chicago 7; 30 cents 
a dozen. Loizeaux Bros., New York 10: 
4 cents each.) 

“Full Assurance,” 50 cents; “The Eter- 
nal Security of the Believer.” By H. A. 
Ironside. (Loizeaux Bros., New York 10; 
25 cents.) 

“How To Be Saved and Know It.” By 
Merril T, MacPherson (Church of the 
Open Door, Philadelphia 41; 5 cents). 

“The Assurance of Present Salvation.” 
By O. R. Palmer (Berachah Church, 
Philadelphia 32; 100 for 55 cents). 

“Can a Sheep of Christ Ever Perish?” 
(Loizeaux, Bros., New York 10; 2 cents.) 

“How Can I Be Saved?” (The Bethany 

(Continued on page 66) 
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The Benefits of Bible Study for Busy People 


What it has meant to some great Christians, 
and a few practical suggestions 


to read, but to study, the Bible, 

as the one, the only standard of 

truth, and the only model of pure re- 
ligion.” It was John Wesley who made 
this statement. It is of special interest 
in the light of the prodigious amount 
of work that he did during his eighty- 
eight years (1703-1791), as preacher, 
writer, traveler, educator, and overseer 
of churches, and the influence that he 
and his brother Charles and their col- 
leagues had on the England of his day. 
General Charles Gordon was a brave 
British soldier of the last century, who 
put down the Taiping Rebellion in China 
and later gave his life in the service 
of his country at Khartoum in the Sudan, 
He wrote: “I have had, and continue 
to have, the most exquisite delight in 
the Bible beyond any past experience I 
ever felt. All that dead time, when I 
read without interest, merely because I 
repaid me, and 


“oT THE year 1729, I began not only 


ought to do so, is now 
God brings the passages back to memory 
with the power of the Spirit.” 

George Mueller who founded and, by 


faith, maintained the orphanages at 
Bristol, England, where thousands of 
children were cared for, clothed, and 


fed, for a long period, said: “I saw that 
the most important thing I had to do 
was to give myself to the reading of 
the Word of God, and to meditation on 
it, and thus my heart might be com- 
forted, encouraged, warmed, reproved, in- 
structed: and that thus, by means of the 
Word of God, while meditating on it, 
my heart misht be brought into experi- 
mental communion with the Lord.” 
Later he said: “The vigor of our spir- 
itual life will be in exact proportion to 
the place held by the Word in our life 
and thoughts. I solemnly state this from 
the experience of fifty-four years ; 
I have read the Bible through one hun- 
dred times, and always with increasing 
delight. Each time it seems like a new 
book to me. Great has been the bless- 
ing from consecutive, diligent, daily 
study. I look upon it as a lost day 
when I have not had a good time over 
the Word of God.” 

Incaleculable blessings come to the 
mind and spirit through the regular, 
daily reading of the Bible, and there 
is no question that it is indirectly bene- 
ficial to the physical side of man’s three- 
fold nature. The vital importance and 
lasting value of regular Bible study may 
be seen by considering the subject un- 
der four headings in the form of ques- 
tions. 

I. WHat Is THE Brste LIKE? 


1. It is like a compass, As the needle 
of a compass always points north, so 





In shorter form, this article first ap- 
peared in the May-June, 1949, issue 
of the Christian Medical Society Jour- 
nal, having been written at the re- 
quest of the devotions editor, Dr. 
David P. Ruppert. “The Christian 
Medical Society,” says the Journal, 
“is an organization of physicians, 
medical students, and others in the 
medical profession whose purpose is 
to: (a) present a positive witness of 
God our Father, Jesus Christ our 
Saviour, and the Holy Spirit to our 
associates in the profession, and (b) 
gain the mutual strength and encour- 
agement to be attained in meeting 
together for prayer, Bible study, and 
fellowship.” The editorial offices are 
at 64 W. Randolph St., Chicago. 








the Bible, from beginning to end, points 
to the Lord Jesus Christ who is Him- 
self the answer to all our problems, 

Nearly thirty years ago the writer, 
with a group of boys and a_ guide, 
climbed a mountain in the Maine woods. 
Using a small pocket compass (which is 
still good today), he took the direction 
back to camp from the summit. The 
party had to follow a blazed trail for 
most of the way down, and, at a cer- 
tain ridge, the trail was not clear. The 
compass pointed to the right, but the 
guide said they should go to the left; 
so the party divided, some going with 
the guide and some with the writer. 
Before long the party with the compass 
had found the blazed trail again and 
were headed toward camp. The calls of 
the others were heard cff in the woods, 
and they soon came somewhat shame- 
facedly up the slope and resumed the 
homeward trail. The lesson has never 
been forgotten, for, though the guide had 
lived in that region for many years, yet 
it was the compass that pointed out the 
right way. There are many who feel 
sure that they know how to guide them- 
selves and others through this life, but 
it is only the Bible that can safely lead 
us through time into eternity. 


2. But the Bible is more than a com- 
pass, for it is like a road map or a 
marine chart, As we follow it carefully, 
the way opens out before us and we be- 
come more and more convinced that we 
are on the right way. It warns us of 
the rocks, the reefs, and shoals to avoid, 
and clearly indicates the channel. 


3. Several symbols are used to describe 
it in the Bible itself. It is like a mirror 
(Jas. 1:23-25), which shows us our need 
of God in the light of His holiness. It 
is like a sword (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12), 
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with which we may defend ourselves 
against spiritual enemies. It is a fire 
and a hammer (Jer. 23:29), burning out 
of our life what should not be there, as 
the gold is separated from the ore, and 
sometimes breaking hard hearts. It is a 
light to guide us — “Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet, and a light unto my path” 
(Psa, 119:105). It is “more to be desired 
... than gold, yea, than much fine gold: 
sweeter also than honey and the honey- 
comb” (Psa, 19:10). 
II. WHAT Keeps Us’ From It? 

1. Sin in the life will keep one from 
reading the Bible. D, L. Moody is re- 
ported to have said, “This book will 
keep you from sin, and sin will keep 
you. from this book.” Any Christian 
who knows the Bible and his own heart 
will acknowledge that truth, for sin 
breaks our communion with God, and 
when we are out of touch with Him we 
have no taste for the Bible. 

While he was in the university, the 
writer was talking one evening about 
the Gospel with a professor of ethnology 
who scoffed at all things Christian. They 
had a common interest in bird study. In 
a light and flippant way the professor 
said he had once been converted, but 
had “given it all up.” When he was 
asked whether he had read his Bible and 
prayed, he replied that he had for a 
time but had stopped. When he was 
further asked why he had stopped, he 
replied, “I don’t know; why do you think 


I did?” He was startled when his friend 
said, “I think it was because of some 
sin in your life,” and he in turn asked 
him, “Are you a mind reader?” “No,” 
said his friend, “but I know that that 
happens.” 

2. The ordinary cares of life will keep 


us from it. In His interpretation of the 
Parable of the Sower, the Lord 
likened the thorns that choked the seed 
to “the care of this world, and the de- 
ceitfulness of riches” (Matt, 13:22). But 
it is the greatest folly to allow the cares 
of this life to keep us from the Book, 
for we cannot bear them without it 


Jesus 


3. The argument that we have no time 
keeps us from it. But this is fallacious, 
for we find time to feed our bodies regu- 
larly. Our souls need nourishment just 
as much as our bodies. Undoubtedly one 
of the principal reasons for the spiritual 
anemia among church members today 
is their neglect of Bible study. 

4. We say we can’t understand it, But 
how can we, if we do not keep at it? 
Certainly there are passages in the Bible 
hard to understand, but thousands could 
testify that the more they read prayer- 
fully the better they understand, for ex- 
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perience and the Bible itself, under the 
leading of God's Spirit, are its best com- 
mentaries. The Lord Jesus promised to 
send the Holy Spirit that we might un- 
derstand the Scriptures. “Howbeit when 
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth: for he shall 
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he 
shall hear, that shall he speak: and he 
will shew you things to come” (John 
16:13). 
III. Wuy SHouLD WE Srtupy It? 

1. We are commanded to, “This book 
of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein 
day and night, that thou mayest observe 
to do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make thy 
way prosperous, and then thou shalt 
have good success” (Josh, 1:8); “Study 
to shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth” (2 Tim, 2:15); “Search the scrip- 
tures; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life: and they are they which 
testify of me” (John 5:39). 


2. It keeps us from sin and error, “Thy 
word have I hid in mine heart, that I 
might not sin against thee” (Psa. 119:11); 
“Jesus answered and said unto them, 
Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, 
nor the power of God” (Matt. 22:29); 
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy 
word is truth” (John 17:17). Chrysostom 
said, “It is from hence our myriad evils 
spring—from our ignorance of the 
Scriptures.” 


3. It builds us up in the faith, “For 
whatsoever things were written afore- 
time were written for our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope” (Rom, 15: 
4); “Now all these things happened unto 
them for ensamples: and they are writ- 
ten for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come” (1 Cor. 10: 
11); “All scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God, and is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16), 


4. It is a sOurce of great joy. “More 
to be desired are they than gold, yea, 
than much fine gold: sweeter also than 
honey and the honeycomb” (Psa, 19:10); 
“Thou wilt shew me the path of life: 
in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy 
right hand there are pleasures for ever- 
more” (Psa, 16:11); “Thy words were 
found, and I did eat them; and thy word 
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of 
mine heart: for I am called by thy name, 
O Lord God of hosts” (Jer. 15:16); 
“Great peace have they which love thy 
law: and nothing shall offend them” 
(Psa, 119: 165). 


C. H. Spurgeon said: “Read the Bible, 


and it brings you into the association 
of the best people that ever lived. You 
stand beside Moses, and learn his meek- 
ness; beside Job, and learn his patience; 
beside Abraham, and learn his faith; be- 
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side Daniel, and learn his courage to do 
right; beside Isaiah, and learn his fiery 
indignation toward the evildoer; beside 
Paul, and catch something of his en- 
thusiasm; beside Christ, and you feel His 
love.” 

IV. How May WE Stupy It? 


In answering this question I am think- 
ing primarily not of ministers and Bible 
teachers, but of busy people in all walks 
of life—schoolteachers, businessmen, 
housewives, office and factory workers, 
nurses, doctors, and other professional 
men. With God’s help, it is possible for 
anyone who will to find some time every 
day to read a portion of God's Word. 


1. We must take time to do it, Any- 
one who takes pictures knows that he 
cannot get a clear image on his film 
without giving it the proper exposure. 
If we call ourselves Christians, we must 
expose ourselves to God’s Word, in or- 
der that the image of Christ may be 
stamped upon us. 

In trout fishing I have learned that, 
if I will patiently stand quietly for some 
time beside a deep pool and look intently 
into its depths, I can finally distinguish 
the trout from shadows, sticks, stones, 
and sand on the bottom, and identify 
them as trout by their white-edged fins, 
mottled backs, and square noses as seen 
from above. 

It takes time to discover the rich 
treasures with which the Bible abounds. 


2. We should come to the Bible ezx- 
pecting a blessing, and asking God’s help 
as we read it. The Psalmist has given 
us a good prayer for Bible study: “Open 
thou mine eyes, that I may behold won- 
drous things out of thy law” (Psa. 119: 
18). We have the promise of God’s 
Spirit to guide us (John 16:13, quoted 
above). When the Lord Jesus met the 
two disciples after the resurrection on 
the road to Emmaus, “beginning at Moses 
and all the prophets, he expounded 
unto them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). Later, 
“they said one to another, Did not our 
heart burn within us, while he talked 
with us by the way, and while he opened 
to us the scriptures?” (v. 32.) Still later, 
with the disciples, “then opened he their 
understanding, that they might under- 
stand the scriptures” (v. 45). Though 
we cannot see Him with our physical 
eyes, as they did, yet it is still our glo- 
rious privilege, by faith, to have Him 
do the same for us. 


3. There are several practical and sim- 
ple methods of Bible study, One is the 
Pocket Testament League plan, of read- 
ing a chapter a day. Anyone can find 
time to do this, if he really wants to. 
A plan that helps us tie our minds to 
our reading is to try to give the chapter 
a name, in two or three words. The 
Bible can easily be read through in one 
year if one reads three chapters every 
weekday and five on Sunday. Mr. 
George T. B. Davis, head of the Million 
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Testaments Campaigns, has been doing 
this every year since 1905. Hudson Tay- 
lor, the founder of the China Inland 
Mission, read it through forty times. 
Several years ago his son, Dr. Howard 
Taylor, told the writer he had read the 
Bible through thirty-three times. In 
1940, Dr. Willis Hotchkiss, veteran mis- 
sionary to Africa and an unusually fine 
speaker, had read the Bible through 144 


times. In the same year, Dr. Walter 
Wilson, the beloved Christian physician 
in Kansas City, had read his Bible 


through forty-four. times. I have ob- 
served that the happiest, sanest, most 
wholesome, and useful Christians are 
those who are saturated with the Word 
of God. 

A man who knew his Bible well, and 
who was also a very fine and prolific 
writer and a cheerful Christian, was 
Amos R, Wells of Boston, for many years 
editor of the Christian Endeavor World 
His “Collected Poems” number over 800 
(out of print), and for many years he 
wrote the prose pcem for the lesson in 
THe SunDAY ScHoot Trmes, He wrote 
one poem of five stanzas entitled, “When 
I Read the Bible Through,” and from it, 
as a fitting conclusion to this meditation, 
the following two stanzas are taken: 

I supposed I knew my Bible, 

Reading piecemeal, hit or miss, 

Now a bit of John or Matthew, 

Now a snatch of Genesis, 

Certain chapters of Isaiah, 

Certain Psalms (the twenty-third !), 
Twelfth of Romans, First of Proverbs — 
Yes, I thought I knew the Word! 

But I found that thorough reading 

Was a different thing to do, 

And the way was unfamiliar 

When I read the Bible through. 


You who like to play at Bible, 

Dip and dabble, here and there, 
Just before you kneel, aweary, 

And yawn through a hurried prayer; 
You who treat the Crown of Writings 

As you treat no other book — 
Just a paragraph disjointed, 

Just a crude, impatient look — 
Try a worthier procedure, 

Try a broad and steady view; 
You will kneel in very rapture 

When you read the Bible through ! 
PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


7< 


Making the Most of a 
Fifteen-Minute Bible Study 


By Betty Barbour 


¢¢7 NEVER saw a useful Christian,” 

said D. L, Moody, “who was not a 
student of the Bible. If a man neglects 
his Bible, he may pray and ask God to 
use him, but there is not much for the 
Holy Spirit to work with.” 

Merely reading a certain number of 
chapters of the Bible every day has its 
place, but it cannot be a substitute for 
study. It is like drinking water. Along 
with it the Christian needs the milk and 
strong meat of the Word, the chewing 
and digesting, or comparing Scripture 
with Scripture. 

The Bible must be studied | daily. 
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Lesson for February 4 


Studying only on Saturday night in 
preparation for a Sunday school lesson 
is like trying to eat enough food in 
one meal to last for a week. It can’t 
be done if there is to be growth. 

The question may be asked, “Where 
shall I begin in my Bible study?” It is 
much better to take a single book and 
study it for a month than to read the 
Bible at random for a month. For in- 
stance, begin with one of the shorter 
Epistles, such as Ephesians, Philippians, 
or Colossians. Live in it, and study it 
chapter by chapter. 


And now as to the method. If you 
have only fifteen minutes, you might 
advantageously divide this into three 


five-minute periods, after asking the 
Lord’s blessing on His Word, 


First five minutes.—Read the chapter 
and read it as if looking for something. 
Be like the Bereans who searched the 
Scriptures daily (Acts 17:11), 

If a friend were to see you looking 
around a building, and came up to you 
and said, “What are you looking for? 
Have you lost something?” and you re- 
plied, “No, I’m not looking for anything 
in particular,” he would consider you 
very foolish. Undoubtedly he would 
leave you and let you go on looking. 
Seek something definite when you read 
the Bible — something for your own per- 
sonal spiritual welfare. “Seek and ye 
shall find” (Matt. 7:7). 


Second five minutes.—Divide the chap- 
ter into paragraphs. Then give a title 
to each paragraph. See what teachings 
there are concerning Christ. The Bible 
will be a dull book to those who fail to 


lll. A Scientific Attitude 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


see Christ in it. Stained-glass windows 
are dull and drab in the daytime, but 
when the light shines through them at 
night how beautiful they are! Just so, 
when the Holy Spirit touches the eyes 
of your understanding and you _ see 
Christ shining through the pages of the 
Bible, it becomes a new book to you. 


Third five minutes.—Apply its teach- 
ing to you. See what commands there 
are to obey. Commit to memory your 
favorite verse. Bishop Taylor Smith 
used to say: 

“Never read a portion of God’s Word 
without praying, ‘O Lord, open thou 
mine eyes that I may behold wondrous 
things out of Thy Law, and speak to me, 
Lord, now through Thy Word.’ If you 
will listen, He will speak to you and 
will make one verse, or one part of a 
verse, or even one word to be His spe- 
cial message to you. If you really ex- 
pect God to speak to you, He always 
will. Listen and He will give you a 
‘best thought.” Then Bishop Taylor 
Smith would urge his hearers, after re- 
ceiving a “best thought,” to pass it on 
to someone else in conversation, or in a 
letter to a friend. 

So, during this third five-minute pe- 
riod, try to find a “best thought” to use 
during the day. It will be a blessing to 
your own soul as you share it with 
others. 

By following this method of study you 
will acquire a working foundation 
knowledge of the Bible, and you will 
find yourself growing in grace and in 
the knowledge of your Lord and Saviour. 

HENDERSONVILLE, N. C. 


Toward the Bible 


Its scientific accuracy and its influence for man's good 


HE Language of the Bible Is Not 

Scientific—The Bible was written, 
not for the few who would, in the last 
century or so, understand its message 
if scientific terms were used, but for the 
millions during many centuries who 
needed to receive the great message of 
God to mankind. Even today, with all 
our boasted “advance,” unscientific terms 
are used in everyday speech, as when 
a thing “goes in at one ear and out at 
the other”; worse (?) still, official docu- 
ments are guilty of unscientific language 
when they refer to “sunrise” and “sun- 
set.” 

Where It Touches Science, It Is Cor- 
rect.—It is, however, true to say that 
though its language is not scientific, 
wherever the Bible does touch upon as- 
certained scientific facts, it makes no 
mistake. This is, of course, in keeping 
with its claim to be the inerrant Word 
of the omniscient God. Others! have 
pointed out that the different occupa- 
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tions of different people at precisely the 
same moment of the Lord’s return — 
“There shall be two men in one bed 

two women shall be grinding to- 
gether .. . two men shall be in the field” 
(Luke 17: 34-36) — prove the rotundity of 
the earth, for how else could it be night 
and morning and full day at one and 
the same time? 

Years ago, people used to laugh: at 
the idea that there was light before the 
sun. There are, however, at least three 
possible explanations, each of which 
would suffice, scientifically, to maintain 
the integrity of the Scriptural record. 
Suffice it to say that Dr. Juritz (op. cit., 
p. 59) quotes Mr. E. W. Maunder, the 
noted astronomer, as saying that the 
order in which light and the sun are 
mentioned in Genesis “is entirely ap- 





1 Notably Dr. Juritz, in his most excellent 
book, “‘How Firm a Foundation” (p. 104), now, 
alas, out of print. 
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propriate from an astronomical point 
of view .. .” 

Speaking of this first chapter of Gene- 
sis, we may note in passing that the very 
order of the eleven formative events 
mentioned therein is seen to be in keep- 
ing with the findings of modern science. 
When we recall that, according to the 
mathematical principles of permutation 
and combination, this number of details 
could be arranged in no fewer than 
39,916,800 different orders, we realize 
that Moses must have been divinely in- 
spired as he thus wrote correctly of fact 
of which he could not possibly hav 
accurate knowledge, apart from .- such 
guidance. 

Then again, we see in the terrible ad- 
vance of destructive science, the ex- 
planation of certain passages which, to 
our grandfathers, must have seemed too 
terrible to be true. When we read them 
in the light of the happenings of the 
last few years, however, we begin to 
see, not only what they really mean, but 
also how correctly they foretold, in al- 
most scientific language, over eighteen 
hundred years ago, the effects of atomic 
fission. “The elements shall melt with 
fervent heat _ all these things shall 
be dissolved” (2 Pet. 3:10, 11). Then 
the effect of the unusual “earthquake” 
produced by the explosion of the atomic 
bomb is seen in Revelation 6:12 — “the 
sun became black and the moon 
became as blood”—as the “pillars of 
smoke” (Joel 2:30, 31), rising in mush- 
room form, obscure them. Incidentally, 
the unfulfilled parts of these passages in 
2 Peter 3 and Revelation 6 give us a 
glimpse of the still more awful things 
to come as “the great and the terrible 
day of the Lord” draws near (see Matt. 
24:21, 22). 

In conclusion of this section we may 
be permitted to mention the names of a 
few first-rate men of science (omitting 
those still alive) who are known to have 
been earnest Christians: Sir Isaac New- 
ton, Michael Faraday, Sir David Brew- 
ster, J. Clerk Maxwell, Sir J, W. Daw- 
son, E, W. Maunder, Lord Kelvin, Sir 
Ambrose Fleming, Dr. W. Bell Dawson. 
All these have been outstanding men of 
science, whose strong Christian convic- 
tions were well known. Not only so, 
but there is in the Bodleian Library at 
Oxford a document, signed in 1865 by 
617 members of the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science, in 
which they expressed their regret that 
scientific research should be perverted 
into an occasion for casting doubt on 
the truth of Scripture. Knowing that 
physical science is not complete, they 
believed the time would come when the 
Word of God, as written in the book 
of nature and in» Holy Scripture, would 
“be seen ta agree in every particular.” 
So we see clearly that, as Lord Kelvin 
put it, “there is no ascertained fact of 
science that conflicts with any statement 
of Holy Scripture.” Every real obstacle 
to full confidence in the scientific and 
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superhuman accuracy of the Bible is 
therefore removed, and we can rest as- 
sured that this marvelous and unique 
Book is definitely the message of God 
to the heart of man. We thus come to 
our final consideration, namely, the ef- 
fect produced as its teaching is received 
by man, 
IV. THe BrstE Promotes MAn's Goop 


Its Laws Are Beneficial—When we take 
into consideration the basic thought un- 
derlying the Decalogue, we note that the 
first four commands show how we should 
live as regards our relationship with 
God. The fourth begins also to turn 
our thoughts to our need, and that of 
others, to regular rest—rest which is 
not laziness but sanctified recuperation. 
Here then begins the setting forth of 
our true relationship with those around 
us. Then follow six commands designed 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


to keep us, individuals, from doing harm 
to our fellow men. Without such re- 
straint, the strong wouid oppress the 
weak. No wonder. the evolutionist seeks 
to do away with all this! The divine 
thought is for the survival of the unfit, 
by protection and help. The sacredness 
of human life, the sanctity of marriage, 
the rights of ownership, are safeguarded: 
and the evil of lying and libel and of 
greed are denounced. Who will deny 
that these ordinances are for the benefit 
of all concerned? It is through a tragic 
disregard of them that this country, and 
the world at large, are in such a mess 
today. 

But not alone in the restraint of evil 
is this beneficence seen. Every encour- 
agement is given to the dcing of what is 
right. A classic example of this is found 

(Continued on page 63) 








Through the Bible in Sixty-Six Days 


A practical Bible-reading plan that brought blessing to a miiste: 


By CHARLES C. SMITH 


Over twenty-five years ago, in the January 31, 1925, issue of THE SUNDAY 
Scoot Trmes, a North Carolina pastor told of the blessing he had found 
in reading the Bible through every sixty-six days. It is reccgnized that 
all Christians may not be able to maintain such an intensive schedule, 
but the plan may be used to work out your own schedule as your time 
may permit. One Ohio reader wrote recently that she still uses Mr. 
Smith’s plan at the beginning of every year, and that “it has been a 
source of great blessing and uplift to my soul.” 


OR several years I had had a feeling 

that gradually deepened into a con- 
viction that not enough time is spent in 
Bible reading by the average preacher. 
Being that kind of preacher myself, 
I applied that thought in a very personal 
way, and early in 1924 I determined 
that I would read the Bible through 
every sixty-six days, or an average of 
a book a day. So I worked out a plan 
that is measurably satisfactory, at least 
to myself, and that I am finding not 
only practical but, best of all, a real 
spiritual blessing as well. 

Of course I do not read actually a 
book a day, for that would be a very 
poorly balanced Bible reading. My first 
basis in working out the plan was the 
Psalms. For many years now it has 
been my invariable rule that my first 
reading each new day shall be a Psalm. 
So at the start I saw that I needed to 
average nearly three Psalms a day. My 
rule that a Psalm should be my first 
reading every morning, and not simply a 
reading in the Psalms, accounts for my 
placing a Psalm with each of the eleven 
divisions of the One Hundred and Nine- 
teenth Psalm. 

Then I divided the number of chapters 
in the Old Testament, less the number 
of Psalms, by sixty-six, and found the 
result to be about twelve, while the 


Caily average for the two hundred and 
sixty chapters of the New Testament 
is nearly four. This gives a daily read- 
ing of about eighteen chapters, divided 
among three pcrtions of the Bible, 
namely, the Psalms, the Old Testament, 
and the New Testament, 

It was my thought to have a kind of 
slogan, “Through the Bible in Sixty-cix 
Hours,” but I find that only about forty- 
five minutes each day are required for 
this amount of reading. 

Of course this reading is in addition 
to all Bible study, and study for ser- 
mons, as well as the readings in family 
devotions, or reading for any other pur- 
pose. This plan gives a sweep of Bible 
history about every two months, and 
serves to keep the great facts of the 
Bible and much of its details fresh in 
mind, 

To be sure, I realize that the average 
business or professional man or woman, 
or the busy housekeeper, might not be 
able to give this much time to Bible 
reading (though more could do so than 
think they can); but because I am find- 
ing, after having read the Bible through 
four times this year, this plan spirit- 
ually and intellectually helpful, besides 
giving me a stronger and richer back- 
ground in my preaching, I am offering 
it in detail, hoping that mahy of my 
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brethren in the ministry may be led to 
adopt this plan, or be inspired to work 
out plans of their own, for giving more 
time to the daily reading of the Scrip- 
tures. The plan follows: 


Old New 

Day Testament Psalms Testament 

1 Gen. 1-11 1- 3 Matt. 1-4 
2 12-25 4- 6 5- 7 
3 26-36. . = 8-12 
- 37-50 9, 10 13-16 
5 Exod. 1-12 1l- 13 17-19 
6 13-24 14, 15 20-22 
7 25-40 16, 17 22-25 
8 Lev 1-14 18, 19 26-28 
4 15-27 20, 21 Mark 1-4 
10 Num. 1-12 22- 24 5- 7 
11 13-2 25, 26 - 8-10 
12 25-36 27- 29 11-13 
13 Deut 1-12 30- 52 14-16 
14 13-24 33- 35 Luke 1-3 
15 25-U4 36. 27 4- 6 
16 Josh. 1-12 38- 40 7-9 
17 13-24 41- 43 10-12 
18 Jdgs 1-12 44. 45 13-16 
19 13-21, Ruth 46- 48 17-20 
20 1Sam. 1-'9 49, 50 21-24 
21 11-0 51, &2 John 1-4 
22 21-J1 53- 55 5- 7 
23 2Sam. 1-12 56- 58 8-12 
24 13-24 59- 61 13-16 
25 1 Kings 1-.1 62- 64 17-21 
26 12-22 65- 67 Acts 1-4 
27 2 Kings 1-12 63 €) 5- 8 
28 13-25 70- 72 9-12 
291 Chron. 1- 9 73- 75 12-16 
30 10-18. 76, 77 17-20 
31 19-_9 78, 79 21-24 
32 2Chron. 1-12 80- 82 25-28 
33 13-24 83- 85 Rom 1-4 
34 25-36 86- 88 5- 8 
35 Ezra 89, 90 9-12 
36 Neh.,Esiher 91- 93 13-16 
37 Job 1-14 91- 96 1Cor. 1-5 
38 15-25 97- 99 6-11 
39 26-4. 100-102 12-16 
40 Prov. 1-6 103, 104 2Cor. 1-5 
41 7-12 105, 106 6- 9 
42 12-18 107, 108 10-13 
43 18-24 109, 110 Galatians 
44 25-1 111, 112 Ephesians 
45 Eccles 115-115 Philippians 


46 Song of Sol. 116-118 Colossians 


47 Isa. 1-12 119: 1l- 16; 


120 
48 13-23 119: 17- 32; 
121 1 Thess, 
49 24-39 119: 33- 48 
}*2 2 Thess 
50 40-48 119: 49- 64; 
123 1 Tim. 
§1 49-57 119: 65- 80: 
124 2 Tim. 
52 58-66 119: 81- 96; Titus 
125 Philem 
53 Jer 1-12 119: 97-112; 
126 Heb 1- 3 
54 13-26 11>:113-128; 
127 4-7 
55 27-36 119:129-144; 
128 8-13 
56 37-45 119:145-160; 
129 James 
57 46-52: Lam 119:161-176: 
130 1 Pet 
58 Ezek. 1-13. 131-133 2 Pet 
59 14-25. 154, 135 Jenn: Jude 
60 26-39 136, 137 Rev 1- 3 
61 40-48 138, 139 4- 6 
62 Daniel 140-142 7-9 
63 Hosea, Joc! 145, 144 10-12 
64 Amos, Obad., 
Jonah 145, 146 13-16 
65 Mic., Nah., 
Hab., Zenh 147, 148 17-20 
66 Hag., Zech.., 
Mal. 149, 150 21, 22 
Winnsor, N.C. 
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Lesson for February 4 
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|. Should Pupils Listen, Look, or Act? 


What method is best employed in teaching the Word to children? 


UR pupils, we are told, remember 

ten per cent of what they hear, 
fifty per cent of what they see, and 
ninety per cent of what they do. There- 
fore, we hastily conclude, the Sunday 
school teacher ought to utter few words, 
but should provide visual materials in 
abundance, and pupil activity should be 
the outstanding feature of the classroom. 
But let us consider more carefully what 
this means to our Sunday schoo] teach- 
ing in the light of the results we hope 
to accomplish. 

Why do we teach? The first verses 
of Psalm 78 are an exhortation to make 
the Word of the Lord known to the 
children, and the purpose of so teach- 
ing them is given in verse 7: “That 
they might set their hope in Ged, and 
not forget the works of God, but keep 
his commandrnents.” Should not that 
be our aim? First of all that the lost 
might set their hope in God by coming 
to Jesus Christ for salvation, and then that 
they might not forget what He has done 
for them but might live real Christian 
lives in the light of His Word. We 
could make long lists of cbjectives for 
the Sunday school teacher, but we may 
summarize everything important under 
two headings: Win our pupils to Christ, 
and Build them up in the faith. 

Our pupils will remember but a small 
portion of what they hear. Does this 
mean that we as teachers are wasting 
time when we do much speaking during 
cur class periods? Most assuredly not, 
for the Word says that “faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Rom. 10:17). But it does put a 
decided emphasis on what we say. If 
our pupils remember so little of what 
they hear, we ought to be sure that all 
that we tell them is valuable, for we know 
not which part will be the percentage 
retained. And we ought by all means 
to repeat important facts many times. 
A fact ten times stated should be re- 
membered! When we teach the Bible, 
we will be repeating things of signifi- 
cance, for the message of salvation is 
retold many times throughout the pages 
of the Book. 

Many teachers hesitate to use the ex- 
act words of the Bible in teaching 
younger children. However, it is by 
hearing words and phrases often that 
little folks learn to understand them. 
That is the way they learn the language 
of the home. We have all observed how 
little minds grasp the meaning of words 
and phrases that have never been ex- 
plained to them. Just so, children may 
become familiar with Scripture lan- 


guage. 
Logically, the teacher does most of the 
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talking. The teacher is a person with 
a message, and surely it is better that 
ten per cent of that message be remem- 
bered than that a like proportion of 
Tommy's account of the time his dog ran 
away should be retained. Or, even if 
the pupil has a more valuable contribu- 
tion, it is not as worthy of the time 
spent on it as that which can be spoken 
in the same time by a prepared teacher. 
I do not intend to imply that there 
should be no place at ali for the pupil’s 
voice, for we learn from his remarks 
what problems he may have, and what is 
his understanding of the Scriptures. He 
asks questions to which he seeks an 
answer. He answers questions, ques- 
tions that review previous lessons, ques- 
tions that capture his interest in the 
new lesson, questions that make the les- 
son real to him, and questions he can 
answer from his knowledge of Scrip- 
ture. He repeats Bible verses as they 
fit into the lesson. Many verses are 
memorized by pupils simply because 
they have been used often in class. All 
of this speaking is done with the class 
under full control of the teacher, and 
as a part of the lesson being presented. 
Otherwise the discussion may be side- 
tracked and the lesson will not be a 
valuable, complete whole. 

The spoken message is the real means 
of preclaiming the Gospel to the chil- 
dren, but naturally it cannot accomplish 
its purpose if the teacher does not have 
the attention of the class. Time that 
passes rapidly for adults seems long and 
monotonous to children if they cannot 
use their eyes and voices and hands and 
feet as well as their ears. For this rea- 
son the wise teacher uses visual aids and 
pupil activities. A caution is necessary. 
No so-called visual aid or pupil activity 
ought ever to be used unless it empha- 
sizes the Gospel message, and is in real- 
ity an aid in fulfilling the aims pre- 
viously set forth. 

If our boys and girls remember about 
half of what they see, how very impor- 
tant are the things we provide for their 
eyes to behold! What an opportunity 
to show them that the Bible is our 
authority! Beginners see their teacher 
using her Bible Sunday after Sunday, 
as she teaches them directly from the 
Word and does not neglect to tell them 
where the lesson is found in the Bible, 
I thoroughly believe lesson helps should 
be left at home and only the Bible used 
before the pupils. Primary pupils can 
use the Bible a little themselves. At 
least they can read from the teacher's 
Bible a verse she has already read aloud, 
as she points it out to them. As soon 
as pupils are in the first grade, when 
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they are beginning to learn to read, I 
like to copy short portions on a black- 
board or piece of wrapping paper, (I 
never use all capitals when printing for 
children, for these novices in the read- 
ing art can read only words printed in 
lower case letters as they are in their 
schoolbcoks.) I tell them I copied this 
right out of the Bible so they could read 
it with me, and, as I use these verses 
in the teaching of the lesson, I put my 
hand under the lines as I read, thus 
enabling them also to read the Word for 
themselves. Juniors and Intermediates, 
of course, should use their cwn Bibles 
a great deal in every lesson 

A most adaptable visual aid, one which 
seems to be especially God-given in 
order to make the Scriptures plain to 
the little ones, is the flannel board. It 
can be used to illustrate the Bible story 
and also to make the application by 
means of an object lesson, or by using 
figures of present-day children. In any 
case, its only legitimate use is to em- 
phasize the message 

Though art ability helps, one need not 
be an artist to use the flannel board 
Backgrounds need not be elaborate. I! 
have been experimenting to determine 
the difference in pupil interest when a 


story is illustrated on a scenic back- 
ground and when a perfectly plain dark 
piece of flanne! is used. I find my lis- 


teners are as enthused over the pictures 
on the plain ground as they are over 
the others. I like to use both for variety, 
but expensive backgrounds are not es- 
sential. ‘Simple scenery can be very 
attractive, and the figures should be 
carefully colored. I believe we should 
make our scenes as pleasingly attractive 
as we possibly can, for surely the teach- 
ing and illustration of God’s Word de- 
serves our very best efforts. We should 
be careful also that the flannel board 
scenes that illustrate Bible stories are true 
to the Bible account in every respect. 
If we cannot find a seated figure when 
the Bible states that our character sat, 
we are tempted to use one that is stand- 
ing. It is better to have less illustration 
than to have it inaccurate, but this prob- 
lem will be greatly solved if each teacher 
will keep all pictures that are usable 
for flannel board figures, and work out 
a system for filing them, 

Now we come to the questicn as to 
whether or not the pupils should be 
allowed to handle the flannel board. Fo1 
the same reasons that the teacher does 
most of the talking, she also handles the 
figures. She has a message to illustrate 
as she presents it, and she is prepared 
to use the flannel board in a worth-while 
way without wasting any time in the 
process. I have yet to see a class whose 
attention cannot be held as well when 
the teacher does all the flannel board 
work as when the pupils are allowed to 
move the figures, although it is true 
that in certain instances, especially in 
review, it is well for the sake of variety 
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to have them do so. The wise teacher 
will have such activity so well planned 
that the response from the pupils is 
prompt and accurate. 

I mention pictures but briefly, as many 
of the things stated about the flannel 
board will apply to them also. Good 
pictures are a real teaching help, 
though not as versatile as the flannel 
board. 

The pages of THE SuNnDAY SCHOOL 
TrmeEs have afforded me a delightful 
idea for a visual aid. I refer to the 
Little Jetts that so cleverly teaeh the 
lesson each week. On sheets of paper 
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about fourteen by sixteen inches, I paint 
stick-figures with show card colors to 
illustrate the story I wish to tell. Mine 
do not have a body like Mr. Smith’s, but 
are stick-men pure and simple. I fasten 
my sheets together in book form by 
using cardboard covers and . notebook 
rings. 

Well-chosen object lessons can suc- 
cessfully be used to bring Bible truths 
to the children, if the Scriptural appli- 
cation is made the outstanding part of 
the lesson. I, an adult, remember vividly 
a trick I saw performed by a Gospel 


(Continued on page 63) 


Digging Out the Palace of Herod the Great 


Evidences of the splendor of the appointments in Herod’s winter palace near Jericho 


Herod’s Palace 
XCAVATION of Herod’s palace in 
the Jordan Valley near Jericho has 

been carried on during 1950 by Prof. 
James L. Kelso, director of the American 
School of Oriental Research in Jerusa- 
lem. He was able to have great masses 
of dirt moved by a large number of 
laborers furnished to him through ar- 
rangements with the United Nations 
Commission for the Relief of Palestine 
Refugees.! 

The excavation brought to light a large 
building that was set on a wide plat- 
form, with retaining walls constructed 
of brick. From this platform, a series 
of terraces led down to a near-by stream, 
and between the terraces a long monu- 
mental stairway ran down the slope.2 
The main part of the large building that 
was uncovered proved to be a massive 
defense tower, about. sixty-five feet 
square (twenty meters). This tower is 
being left open as a public monument 
in Palestine, inasmuch as it represents 
a unique piece of Palestinian military 
engineering.3 

Evidence of water works, flower pots, 
exedrae, and other remains show the 
splendor of the appointments in the 
palace. All of this apparently represents 
just one part of the elaborate buildings 
which the winter palace of Herod the 
Great included, and it throws light on 
the background of this King of the Jews 
who is so well known to Bible students 
for the part he played in the events con- 
nected with the birth of Christ.4 





More Light on Esarhaddon 
SARHADDON, King of Assyria (681- 
668 B.C.), is familiar to Bible stu- 
dents as the successor of King Sennach- 
erib, whose army was laid waste when 
he besieged Jerusalem in the days of 
Hezekiah (2 Kings 19:35-37). Esarhad- 
don is also mentioned in Ezra 4:2 as one 
of the Assyrian kings who brought for- 
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eign people into Palestine in the days 
of the deportation and importation of 
conquered peoples (designed to hinder 
the organization of revolt on the part of 
the local inhabitants). 

New light on Esarhaddon comes from 
a clay inscription reported by Francis 
Steele in the April-June, 1950, issue of 
the Journal of the American Oriental 
Society.5 This inscription, recorded on 
a barrel-shaped clay cylinder, was dis- 
covered at the excavation of the site of 
Nippur in Mesopotamia, in the winter 
of 1948-49, in an expedition carried on 
jointly by the Oriental Institute of the 
University of Chicago and the University 
Museum of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. Dr. Steele, a member of the ex- 
cavating staff, found upon returning to 
the University Museum in Philadelphia 
that there were three unpublished dupli- 
cates of this same barrel cylinder. An 
examination of these clay documents 
provides two important facts for his- 
torians regarding Esarhaddon — that this 
king engaged in a new phase of build- 
ing activity at ancient Nippur, and that 
he had work done on the shrine of the 
deity called Ungal-Nibru. This newly 
discovered document gives us one more 
piece of information, namely, that the 
deity Ungal-Nibru was a goddess, not a 
god. This is shown by the fact that the 
name of the deity is followed five times 
by the Assyrian term beltu, which means 
“lady.”6 The accumulation of such dis- 
coveries adds, bit by bit, to the sum of 
our knowledge of ancient times, and 
very often provides further background, 
and in many cases specific confirmation 
of Biblical events.7 





Microfilming of Biblical Manuscripts 
URING the past year a new project 
involving the textual study of an- 
cient New Testament manuscripts has 
been launched. One important part of 
the work, already begun in 1950, is the 
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microfi:‘ming of the manuscripts in Jeru- 
salem 2nd in the monastery of St. Cath- 
erine at Mt, Sinai. When the project 
was started, there was no electric light- 
ing available at the moment in Jeru- 
salem. To meet the need, Dr. Carl Krael- 
ing, president of the American Schools 
of Oriental Research, had a four-hun- 
dred-pound generator shipped from 
America to Jerusalem. In January, 1950, 
work began at Mt. Sinai, involving what 
has been called the most extensive 
microfilming task of its kind ever at- 
tempted. According to one newspaper 
dispatch, about three thousand manu- 
scripts, three-fourths of them in Greek, 
are occupying the attention of the Amer- 
ican scholars who have been assigned 
to this project. 





Bible Lands Cruise 


LANS are well under way for the 

Wheaton Bible Lands Cruise, sched- 
uled to sail from New York, February 
15, 1951, on the American liner La- 
Guardia (named for the former mayor 
of New York). On the way across, there 
will be port calls at Gibraltar and at 
Palermo, Sicily, with visits to the an- 
cient city of Pompeii and to Athens and 
its Acropolis, Parthenon, and other sig- 
nificant remains. Arrangements are be- 
ing made to visit both Israeli and Arab 
Palestine. Until now, most parties have 
been able to visit only one or the other, 
but by special arrangements, the 
Wheaton group will spend time in both 
areas.. After an extensive program in 
Palestine, return will be made via Egypt, 
with a visit to the pyramids, Sphinx, and 
other antiquities. Later, a two-and-a- 
half-day stop will be made at Rome, 
with sightseeing provided there. Pro- 
visions are also available for staying 
additional time in Palestine or for mak- 
ing a European tour. The Wheaton 
Cruise is open to Christian people of all 
ages throughout the country. For mime- 
ographed bulletin giving descriptive 
material on the trip, write to Dr. Joseph 
P. Free, director of Bible Lands Cruise, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, III. 


WHEATON, ILL, 

1 Report in the “Bulletin of the American 
Schools of Oriental Research” (No. 118), 
April, 1950, pp. 2, 3. 

2 Ibid., p. 3. 

% Report by G. E. Wright, “Biblical Arch- 
aeologist,”” Vol. XIII, No. 2, May, 1950, p. 48. 

‘For other archaeological light on the 
building activities of Herod the Great, see 
J. P. Free, “Archaeology and Bible His- 
tory,”” Wheaton, Van Kampen Press, 1950, 
p. 279. For a brief sketch of Herod's activ- 
ities, see pp. 276-280. 

5Francis Rue Steele, “Esarhaddon Build- 
ing Inscription from Nippur,” Journal of 
the American Oriental Society, Vol. 70, No. 
2, April-June, 1950, pp. 69-72. 

*Ibid, p. 72. 

7For archaeological light on the relations 
between Esarhaddon and Manasseh, the 
thirteenth king of Judah, see J. P. Free, 
op. cit., p. 213. 

§“Archaeological News and Views,” by 
G. E. Wright, Biblical Archaeologist, Vol. 
XIII, No. 2, May, 1950, pp. 46, 47. 
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Lesson for February 4 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 4. THE MIGHTY WORKER 
Mark 4:35 to 6:6; printed text, 5:21-24, 38-43 
Golden Text.—Jesus . . . saith . . . Be not afraid, only believe.—Mark 5:36 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Mark 5:21 And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto 
the other side, much people gathered unto him: and he was nigh 
unto the sea. ; 

22 And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the syna- 
gogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw him, he fell at his feet, 

23 And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth 
at the point of death: I pray thee, come and lay thy hands on 
her, that she may be healed; and she shall live 

24 And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, 
and thronged him 

38 And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, 
and seeth the tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly 

39 And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make 


40 And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them 
all out, he taketh the father and the mother of the damsel, and 
them that were with him, and entereth in where the damsel 
was lying. 

41 And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, 
Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto 
thee, arise. 

42 And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was 
of the ageeof twelve years. And they were astonished with a 
great astonishment. 

43 And he charged them straitly that no man should know it; 
and commanded that something should be given her to eat 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 

national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 

International Council of Religious Education. 








ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


WO very useful tools in studying 
the earthly life of Christ are a har- 
mony of the Gospels and a Bible 
atlas—“A Harmony of the Gospels,” ! 
by Dr. A. T. Robertson, is as good as 
any, and Dr. Jesse Lyman Hurlbut’s “A 
Bible Atlas” 2 will be found very satis- 
factory. The harmony will help you to 
keep your place in the general story, 
so that the various events will be related 
instead of seeming to be a jumble of un- 
connected stories. The atlas will help 
you to keep your place geographically, 

We are still in the period of the great 
Galilean ministry. After speaking to the 
great crowd by the seashore near Ca- 
pernaum, our Lord and His disciples 
crossed the upper portion of the Sea of 
Galilee (Lake of Gennesaret) to Gergesa, 
They ran into a sudden, sharp squall on 
the way across, so that their safety was 
threatened, but Jesus, aroused from 
sleep, brought calm with a word. On 
landing, they ran into a wcrse storm, 
the storm of a demon-racked soul. Here 
again Jesus spoke peace to the troubled 
man, till he was found “sitting, and 
clothed, and in his right mind.” But the 
Gergesenes (or Gadarenes) thought that 
the loss of a herd of swine was too big 
a price to pay for the salvation of a 
poor demoniac (Mark 5:11-13), and re- 
quested Jesus to leave. It is a terrible 
thing to bid the Saviour go, for He does, 
sometimes never to return, 

His return to the Galilean side was 
welcomed, and needy ones sought His 
help. Among these was Jairus, one of 
the chief Jews in Capernaum, a ruler 
of the synagogue. That story constitutes 
our lesson, ; 





1 The Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn., $2.50. 
?Rand McNally & Co., 536 S. Clark St., Chi- 
cago 5; $4.50. 
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The rulers of a synagogue were chosen 
by the people, professedly for their 
knowledge of the Law and their good 
character, and were ordained, with lay- 
ing on of hands, by others who had 
received similar ordination. They were 
in charge of the worship, government, 
and discipline of the synagogue, and 
were probably members of the local 
Sanhedrin (“Sketches of Jewish Social 
Life,” by Alfred Edersheim). 

As a class, the rulers of the synagogues 
did not follow Jesus. The attitude of 
the Judean ruler (Luke 13:14) was more 
typical than that of Jairus. But we 
remember that among Paul’s converts 
was the chief ruler of the synagogue in 
Corinth (Acts 18:8). 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 5:21.—‘And when Jesus was 
passed over . . . much people gathered 
unto him.” The Gadarenes, on the east 
side of the lake, urged Him to depert, 
but a welcoming crowd waited for Him 
in Capernaum (Luke 8:40). The return 
trip wa moother than the outgoing 


journey (Mark 4:35-41) 

Verse 22 “One of the rulers p fell 
at his feet.” The rulers were ordained 
rabbis, while Jesus was an unauthorized 
rabbi. Only his great and urgent need 
would have brought a proud ruler of 
the synagegue to his knees before Jesus: 
and only a real sense of need will bring 
our proud spirits down before Him. 

Verse 23—“My little daughter lieth 
at the point of death .. . she shall live.” 
The extremity put urgency into the 
prayer of Jairus. Do we have anything 
like such eagerness to save our loved 
ones from eternal death? The faith of 
Jairus was remarkable. He saw in Jesus 
the Lord of life. The words and works 
of the Saviour had not gone unheeded 
by this man, but a pressing, personal 
need brought out this response. 


Verse 24.—“And Jesus went with him.” 


Jesus could have commanded the healing 
from a distance (Matt. 8:5-13), and con- 
tinued His ministry to the crowd. But 
our Lord “takes time out” for the in- 
dividual. “The Lord thinketh upon me” 
(Psa, 40:17). 

Verses 25-34.—Our Lord’s progress to 
the home‘of Jairus was interrupted, The 
delay must have been trying to the dis- 
traught father, but we must learn to 
“rest in the Lord, and wait petiently 
for him” (Psa, 37:7). Once again, our 
Lord is never too pressed to care for 
one needy soul, 

Verse 35.—“‘Thy daughter is dead: why 
troublest thou the Master?” It looked 
as if the delay had been fatal. Ccmpare 
with Christ’s deliberate delay in John 
11:6. The messengers went or the prin- 
ciple, “Where there is life, there is 
hope,” but they had no faith beyond 
that. They did not know that the Lord 
of life is Master of death. Too often our 
faith goes no further than the scemingly 
possible 

Verse 36.—‘Be not afraid. only be- 
lieve.” How quickly the Lord Jeaped to 
the help of the distressed feather, beaten 
to despair by the word of the messen- 
gers, which Jesus overheard despite His 
occupation with the woman at His feet. 
He always knows the suggestions that 
come to us, calculated to kill our strug- 
gling faith. He encouraged Jairus to 
trust, even in the face of death. See 
the equivalent in John 11:40. 

Verse 37.—“Peter, and James, and 
John.” Here was the inner circle, per- 
mitted to accompany Jesus in His most 
exalted experiences. See chapters 9:2 
and 14:33, and compare Genesis 18:17-19. 

Verse 38.—“And he cometh to the 
house .. . and seeth the tumult.” The 
professional mourners were already fill- 
ing the house with their unearthly din, 
throwing the household into a hysteria 
of grief. 

Verse 39.—“The damsel is not dead, 
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but sleepeth.” From the human point of 
view, she was definitely dead, but the 
Lord Jesus, in view of the fact that He 
was about to “awake” her, called her 
death a sleep. So, in view of the Res- 
urrection, the death of the child of God 
is called a sleep (1 Cor, 15:51; 1 Thess. 
4: 13-16), 

Verse 40.—“They laughed... but... 
he... put them all out.” Jesus assumes 
complete command, asserting His lord- 
ship. The mighty works of God are 
wrought in an atmosphere of faith and 
love, not in the midst of scornful unbe- 
lief. (See Matt. 13:58.) 


Verse 41—“And he took the damsel 
by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha 
cumi.” Tenderness and authority com- 
bine in this wonderful act. Mark pre- 
serves the Lord’s words in the vernacu- 
lar of Palestine, and in his interpretation 
uses the diminutive form, “little maiden.” 


Verse 42—“And straightway the dam- 
sel arose, and walked.” The response 
was instant and complete—no gradual 
“coming to,” with a long period of con- 
valescence, Bounding health gave spring 
to her action. No wonder the onlookers 
were “astonished with a great astonish- 
ment.” 


Verse 43—‘No man should know it; 
.. , something should be given her to 
eat.” Two remarkable commands: the 
first as a preventive against too much 
popular excitement, and the second a 
very practical touch, bringing the won- 
dering parents down to earth, The great- 
est saints have their hearts in Heaven, 
and their feet on the ground, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The daughter of Jairus had lived 
twelve years, in good health, then was 
suddenly stricken by a fell disease, and 
died. The woman who interrupted the 
procession to the home of Jairus had 
been ill as long as the other had lived, 
end was dragging herself around in liv- 
ing death. The Great Physician was 
ecual to both situations. “Is any thing 
too hard for the Lord?” 

Two kinds of approach were made to 
the Lord—the bold, and the timid. 
Jairus was full of boldness, the boldness 
of his position plus the boldness of a 
great urgency: “Come and lay thy 
hands on her, ... and she shall live.” 
The woman came timorously, feeling 
that it was great daring just to touch 
His garment. But both met with the 
same ready response. Jesus will never 
turn away from faith, whether bold or 
timid, confident or trembling. 

In both cases the Lord added an extra 
touch. He led the healed woman out to 
full confession, so that He might add His 
kind benediction of peace, and He made 
certain that the young girl, just raised 
from the dead, was given food. So we 
learn that the newly saved soul needs 
the discipline of confession, and the 
nourishment of the Word, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. January 28.—The Great Teacher. 
Mark 3:13 to 4:34 
- Next Week’s Lesson 


6. February 11.—Jesus Meets Human 
Need Mark 6:7 to 7:23 








Outline of the Lesson 

1. Faith expressed in a bold plea (Mark 
5:22, 23). 

2. Faith disciplined by a trying delay 
(vs. 25-34), 

3. Faith tested by tragic news (v. 35). 

4. Faith strengthened by ready encour- 
agement (v. 36). 

5. Faith rewarded by a glorious miracle 
(vs, 40-42). 


Topics for Development 


Falling at Jesus’ Feet. What made 
people fall at Jesus’ feet? With Jairus 
it was the attitude of a suppliant who 
had a desperate need. Think of the rich 
young ruler, who knelt before Jesus as 
an eager inquirer (Mark 10:17); Peter, 
who fell before Him in deep conscious- 
ness of his own unworthiness (Luke 5: 
8); Mary, who fell at His feet in com- 
plete submission to His will (John 11: 
32); the women who fell at the feet of 
the risen Saviour, prostrate, worshiping 
(Matt. 28:9); the sinful woman who 
poured the tears of her anguish on His 
feet (Luke 7:38); the cleansed leper 
who prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet in 
an ecstasy of thanksgiving (Luke 17:16). 
Do we fall at His feet, and on what oc- 
casions? 

Raising the Dead. The Old Testament 
records three incidents when the dead 
were raised: one at the hands of Elijah 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW many rulers of synagogues are 
mentioned by name in the New 
Testament? 

2. Who were God’s instruments in rais- 
ing individuals from the dead, according 
to the Biblical record? 

3. How did our Lord’s miracles of 
raising the dead differ from these others? 

4. In what respect did our Lord’s res- 
urrection differ from all these raisings 
from the dead? 

5. What did Christ’s resurrection se- 
cure that the others did not? 

6. In how many ways was the faith of 
Jairus tried? 

7. What lesson can we learn from verse 
36? 

8. How is Christ’s mastery over the 
crowd demonstrated in this story? 

9. Why did Jesus try to have some of 
His greatest miracles kept secret? (v. 43.) 

10. What is noticeable about the stop- 
ping place of Christ’s miracles? 


(Answers on page 62) 
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(1 Kings 17:17-24), one at the hands 
of Elisha (2 Kings 4: 18-27), and the curi- 
ous instance when contact with the 
benes of Elisha brought back a dead man 
to life (2 Kings 13:20, 21). Five are re- 
ported raised to life in the New Testa- 
ment, three by Jesus (Mark 5:41, 42; 
Luke 7:11-17; John 11:38-44), one at the 
hands of Peter (Acts 9:36-43), and one 
through the instrumentality of Paul 
(Acts 20:6-12). All these were restored 
to this mortal life for a season, to pass 
out again through the portals of death. 
These do not include the remarkable 
phenomenon which accompanied — the 
death and resurrection of Christ (Matt. 
27:52, 53), and which has given rise to 
more speculation than explanation. But 
none of these is the pattern for the res- 
urrection of the saints. The Lord Him- 
self is the “firstfruits” of that glorious 
harvest (1 Cor, 15:20-23, 35-44). 


That Extra Touch. Jesus “commanded 
that something should be given her to 
eat.” It seems so trite after such a 
miraculous occurrence, but it was not 
only needful for the awakened child, 
but good for the parents. It relieved 
the high tension, and loosened the emo- 
tional strain by getting them occupied 
in a normal way. So it was in the case 
of Lazarus. “Loose him, and let him go” 
(John 11:44) not only took care of the 
need of the man hobbling from the tomb 
like someone in a sack race, but it pro- 
vided a ladder by which the emotions 
of the loved ones could return to normal, 
What a master-psychologist was our 
Saviour ! 


Personal Applications 

Does it need some desperate situation 
to bring you to Jesus’ feet, or do you 
use every occasion to fall before Him? 

When Jesus seems to tarry, “it is good 
that a man should both hope and quietly 
wait for the salvation of the Lord” (Lam, 
3:26). 

When things grow worse (Mark 5:35), 
“T will trust, and not be afraid” (Isa. 
2. 

Insincere weeping can quickly turn to 
scornful laughter (Mark 5:39, 40), but 
Christ has another way of turning our 
tears into laughter (Luke 6:21), 

Do not be always with the crowd. The 
mightiest works of God are in the secret 
place (Mark 5:37, 40). 

Nourish those who are new in the life 
of Christ (Mark 5:43). ‘ 

Have you passed from death into life? 
(John 5:24.) 


Golden Text 

Mark 5:36.—Faith is the great antidote 
to fear. So long as our gaze is fixed 
on the situation, we shall fear; but if 
we look steadfastly at Jesus, we shall 
believe. When Peter’s attention was 
turned from Jesus to the storm, he 
feared and began to sink’ (Matt, 14:30). 


WHEATON, ILL, 




















Lesson for February 4 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGesTeD HYMNS 

“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“More About Jesus Would I Know” 
“Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our gra- 
cious Father, whose pitying love goes 
out to all the sad and needy, we thank 
Thee for the encouragements we have 
to cast all our care upon Thee. We have 
so many needs, Lord, but there is noth- 
ing too hard for Thee, and we trust Thy 
wise and loving care to meet our every 
sort of need. To the sick and poor, the 
sad and the persecuted give the help 
best suited to their necessity. To the 
sinful give repentance and faith in 
Christ, bringing them into a new life. 
To the servants of the Saviour give 
health. opporturity to serve, wisdom, 
and the help of Thy Spirit. Keep peace 
among the nations. Restrain and frus- 
trate the designs of wicked men, and let 
the reign of the Lord Jesus soon come 
in all the world. Pardon our sins and 
lead us in right paths through this new 
week, and by Thy Word bless us all 
today, for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What a testing 
moment it was for Jairus when they told 
him, “Thy daughter is dead,” and urged 
that he trouble not the Master further! 
But how quickly the Lord reassured the 
anxious father with the heartening 
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words, “Be not afraid: only believe.” In 
telling of it afterward, Jairus might have 
said as the Psalmist once said, “I had 
fainted unless I had believed...” He 
might have lost heart and turned away 
in despair at the word of his daughter's 
death. But, encouraged by the Lord, he 
kept on trusting and had the joy of re- 
ceiving his child back from the dead, 

When you are in some great trouble, 
1s you may be some day, never give way 
to despair. He who told Jairus, “Be not 
afraid, only believe,” has said to us all, 
“Men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint.” “When we faint,” someone has 
commented, “we fall back on nothing; 
but when we pray, we fall back on God.” 
When things look darkest, there is al- 
ways God to count upon. So never lose 
heart; fall back upon God. 

Faith comes by hearing the Word of 
God. As the faith of Jairus was strength- 
ened by the words of Christ, so our faith 
will be strong in testing times if we take 
to heart the promises of God and re- 
member there is nothing too hard for 
the Lord. 

Vancouver, B. C., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Much people gathered unto him 
(Mark 5:21).—The people on the eastern 
side of the lake prayed Him to “de- 
part out of their coasts” (v. 17). The 
people on the western side “gathered 
unto him.” The same attitudes are ap- 
parent today. There are those who 
want nothing to do with Him— even 
when under conviction they pray Him 
to leave them alone. On the other hand 
there are those who want to be with 
Him, and desire to follow Him wherever 
He goes. 

One evening, at a small literary gath- 
ering at which Thomas Carlyle was pres- 
ent, a famous self-righteous lady was 
bewailing the wickedness of the Jews 
in not receiving our Saviour, and ended 
her diatribe by expressing regret that 
He had not appeared in our day, “How 
delighted,” said she, “we should all be 
to throw our doors open to Him and 
listen to His divine precepts. Don’t you 
think so, Mr. Carlyle?” Thus appealed 
to, he replied: “No, madam, I don’t. I 
think that, had He come very fashion- 


” 
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ably dressed, with plenty of money, and 
preaching doctrines palatable to society, 
I might have had the honor of receiving 
from you a card of invitation, on the 
back of which would be written ‘To 
meet our Saviour’; but if He had come 
uttering His sublime precepts, and de- 
nouncing the Pharisees, and associating 
with the publicans and lower classes, as 
He did, you would have treated Him 
much as the Jews did, and have cried 
out, ‘Away with Him!” 

“And, behold, there cometh one , , 
Jairus by name” (Mark 5:22).—Out of 
the crowd of curiosity-seekers who gath- 
ered unto the Lord, came one man who 
was fully conscious of his need. The 
people in the vicinity of Capernaum had 
seen Him cast a demon out of a man, 
heal Simon’s mother-in-law, cure a man 
of palsy, and heal a goodly number of 
people from the country round about, 
and so may have been expecting Him 
to work other wonders. It is a nameless, 
thronging, pressing crowd, Nothing defi- 
nite on their part draws them to Eim 
Out of that crowd steps one man who has 
a real burden on his heart. His name 
means “enlightened one.” 


The POINT of PROMISED HELP/ 


y little daughter lieth at the point of 
death: lau thy hands on her--and she 
shall live.*he-- ent tereth in--And+-took cher 


straight way ne arose, 
and walked2tn.5:23,40-42.) 


will HELP theé 


CISA. 41215.) 
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He is enlightened sufficiently to know 
Jesus Christ alone can meet His need. 
He has faith enough to come to Him. 
His earnestness is such that the pres- 
ence of the crowd does not hinder him 
from reverently falling at the Saviour’s 
feet, and audibly beseeching Him, “Ori- 
ental demonstrativeness,”’ someone may 
say; but it must be recalled that all in that 
crowd were Orientals, and no one else 
fell at His feet. Jairus is an example 
of Jeremiah 29:13, “Ye shall seek me, 
and find me, when ye shall search for 
me with all your heart.” 


“And Jesus went with him” (Mark 5: 
24).—The plea for his one and only child 
(Luke 8:42) was effective. The Lord 
Jesus never turned a deaf ear to the cry 
of need. What a relief it must have been 
to Jairus to have the Lord accompany 
him to the house of death and mourn- 
ing! Do you suppose he thought of the 
words of the Psalmist: “Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me”? 

“Twelve years of sunshine, twelve 
years of music in the home! She had 
come to that wonderful age which to- 
day we are describing as the period of 
adolescence, when will is becoming 
supreme, and choices and elections are 
being made alone, when all life seems 
to be breaking from bud into larger blos- 
som with the potentiality of fruitage. 
Then the sorrow is revealed in the one 
graphic sentence: ‘My .. . daughter 
lieth at the point of .death!’” (Dr. C. 
Morgan.) 

Death deprived a certain man of his 
wife but left him a dear child into whom 
he poured the whole of his heart and 
thought. She was everything to him. 
She was his morning star, for he waked 
to think of her before any other, and to 
chat and prattle with her. And his last 
thought, as he left the house, was of 
her. And now and then she gleamed 
into his thoughts throughout the day in 
his business. And when evening came 
she was his bright evening star. But 
she fell ill. He prayed to God, “Kill 
me, but spare the child!” But God took 
the child. And he said, “I have nothing 
left.” He lay before God as the flax 
lies before the flail, and said: “Strike! 
Strike! I am dead. I am cut up from 
the roots. Strike!” He would have died 
if he could, but he could not. His deep 
bereavement led him to the Saviour, in 
whom he found the “bright and morning 
star.” 


“Thy daughter is dead” (Mark 5:35). 
—I have seen strong persons completely 
collapse in the trial of bereavement. 
The Lord forestalled such a calamity in 
Jairus’ case by saying, “Be not afraid, 
only believe.” He removes the fear of 
death for us also. 

Martin Luther was called to part with 
his daughter, Magdalen, at the age of 
fourteen. She was a most endearing 
child. While she was very ill, he said, 
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“Dearly do I love her: but, O my God, 
if it be Thy will to take her hence, I re- 
sign her to Thee withcut a murmur.” 
He then approached her bed, saying, 
“My beloved Magdalen, you would will- 
ingly remain with your earthly father: 
but if God calls you, you will also will- 
ingly go to your Heavenly Father.” She 
replied, “Yes, dear father, it is as God 
pleases.” When the scene was closed, 
Luther repeated fervently, “The will of 
God be done.” 

“And straightway the damsel arose, 
and walked” (Mark 5:42).—Death was 
but a sleep to Jesus. His voice is all- 
powerful, but it only required the gen- 
tlest tones of it to awaken her. Con- 
siderately, He commanded that she be 
fed. 

Now is the hour when those who are 
dead in trespasses and sins should “hear 
the voice of the Son of God: and... 
live” (John 5:25). Presently, the “dead 
in Christ” shall hear His voice and come 
forth (1 Thess. 4:16-18). In the interim, 
may His voice be heard in revival. 

Revive Thy work, O Lord! 

Thy mighty arm make bare; 
Speak with the voice which wakes the 
dead, 
And make Thy people hear ! 
Wawona, CALIF, 


oe 
on 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the Bible is a lost book 

to anyone who does not believe in 
the miracle-working power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Yet some people who call 
themselves Christians, even some minis- 
ters of the Gospel, try to cast doubt upon 
the record in God’s Word of the miracles 
which Jesus wrought, 

It was a time of deep gloom in the 
home of Jairus. His little girl was at the 
point of death. Doubtless the doctors 
had given up the case and told the par- 
ents their little daughter must die, for 
nothing they could do would save her. 
Neighbors had come in and were stand- 
ing around awaiting the end and weep- 
ing their sympathy. Jairus knew that 
Jesus was somewhere in the community. 
He had probably heard Jesus speak on 
some former occasion, might even have 
seen Him work one of His mighty mir- 
acles. Anyway, he believed that Jesus 
could do something the doctors had 
failed to do, so he went in all haste to 
find Him, 

When he saw Jesus he fell at His feet, 
saying, “My little daughter lieth at the 
point of death: I pray thee, come and 
lay thy hands on her, that she may be 
healed; and she shall live” (Mark 5:23). 
“And she shall live!” There was the 
faith that brought results. The little girl 
died while her father had gone to find 
Jesus; but she came to life again when 
Jesus went in and took her by the hand 
and said, “Damsel, I say unto thee, 
arise.” And she got out of bed and 
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walked around among those amazed 
mourners. And Jesus said, “Give her 
something to eat.” 

Fellows, that was a miracle, and Jesus 
worked it by His supernatural power. 
We know it is true, because God’s Word 
says it is true. 

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and 
to day, and for ever” (Heb, 13:8). I am 
truly glad for that statement in God’s 
Word, for it seems we must look to the 
miracle-working power of Jesus today 
more than ever before. As a nation we 
are on the verge of another world war, 
with all the terrific possibilities of the 
atom bomb to be faced, if indeed civil- 
ization can face them and survive. 

As I write this, the whole world is 
startled by the news that the armies of 
the United Nations in Korea are in full 
retreat before an overwhelming force of 
Communists. It is evident that the en- 
emy is receiving the direct support of 
both China and Russia, and this is an 
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Lesson for February 4 


ominou sign of a world conflagration. 
There are many millions of prospective 
victims of such a terrible war, who are 
invthing about it but pray. 
Everybody can pray 
Those too old to fight can pray. Those 
too young to fight can pray. And the 
after all that prayer 
prayer 


unable to do 
But they c 


n pray 


world may discove 
is the mightiest weapon. Fo 
takes hold of the n ighty power of God, 
even as the Jairus did and 
accomplished something that human skill 
had failed to do. “Not by might, nor by 
power, but b pirit, saith the Lord 
of hosts” (Zech. 4:6) 

God enabled us to win World War I 
and World War II, and 
lieve that prayer had a large part in it, 


for prayer was almost universal through- 


prayer ol 


4 


some of us be- 


out the natio Even very small chil- 
dren prayed 

Two little girls were cutting paper 
dolls in a Christian home. One was 
eight, and the other, five. Eight-year- 


old sent Five into the adjoin- 
ing room for “the scissors.” While 
Five-year-old was casting about for the 
othe: 12 o'clock whistles of 
the factories set up their daily concert 
of many-keved s¢ mingling with 
the deep-throated tolling of a bell in a 
distant tower. Instantly little Five-year- 
old dropped on her knees, clasped her 
hands, and closed her eyes, while her 
lips moved in praye1 3ack in the other 
room Eight-year-old had at the same 
time risen frem the floor and knelt be- 
side a chail 

Shortly after I heard of this perform- 
ance, I asked Eight-year-old, “What do 


year-old 
other 


scissors the 


unds 


you pray for?” and she demurely re- 
plied: “Well, you see, Jim is at the war 
in France; Jim is Kate’s brother, and Kate 
is our playmate who lives just across 
the street see over there, the window 


with the service flag —that means Jim 
has gone to the war; and our brother is 
in camp — see, we have a service flag, 
too—and he will be soon, we 
don’t know just how soon but some- 
time: and Lib and I ask God to keep Jim 


going 


and Artie, and make them strong to 
fight, and come home again. And then, 


after we ask God to keep Jim and Artie, 
we ask Him to bless and keep all the 
brothers of other little girls who have gone 
to the war and to the camps: and then 
we ask Him to bless our President, who 
has to do so much about the war — we 


don’t know what it is, but we know 
it’s the biggest of all and he needs God 
to help him: and then we ask Him to 
bless our generals because they have 
to guide the war, and that is hard to 
do, too. But we always ask Him to bless 
the many poor little girls whose brothers 


have been killed or crippled and whose 
homes have been destroyed in France 
and Belgium and other countries — and 
to bless the little boys and girls of the 
enemy’s countries, too, for they are in 
trouble than us because their 
brothers and fathers are fighting against 
the right.” 


worse 
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as Eight- 
year-old told me, though of course not 


That was the substance of it, 


it was brought out 
with some questioning. I asked her how 
she and Little Sister happened to start 
that program, and she promptly replied 
that they had overheard Mama and Papa 


so straight along; 


talking about it and agree between 
themselves — she at home and he at the 
office — to pray a minute each day when 


the whistles blew at noon. Then she 
proposed, and Little Sister agreed, that 
they, too, would pray when the whistles 
blew. Their mother said they had not 
failed any day since they began it. 

Do you suppose God hears and an- 
swers these childish prayers? It seems 
like sacrilege to ask the question, Jesus 
on one occasion said, “Except ye . . 
become as little children” (Matt, 18:3). 

Is a childlike simplicity and faith worth 
anything in a great world war? Presi- 
dent Wilson was the outstanding, domi- 
nant human voice in that critical period 
of the world’s history. He rose to an 
eminence which might be coveted by 
any human being since the dawn of his- 
tory. Yet, like little Five-year-old, in 
the simplicity of a little child, he drop- 
ped upon his knees at the call of prayer 
—a call sounded from within his own 
great soul. The President led his cabi- 
net in prayer when we had our quarrel 
with Mexico, and later, when World 
War I threatened, he did it again. He 
issued a proclamation calling the nation 
to a day of “humiliation and prayer,” 
and the nation responded as perhaps no 
other had ever done before. In Wash- 
ington a committee representing people 
of all religious faiths was appointed, who 
set a definite time, 12 o’clock noon, each 
day, as a definite moment in which to 
offer prayer for victcry and peace. And 
all over the United States the noon mo- 
ment of prayer was observed: business 
was suspended, factories stopped, trains 
were halted, and street cars — every- 
thing, for just one minute —to pray. 

Fellows, we've got to do that now. 
This nation needs to bow in humble 
confession and entreaty before God, our 
Saviour, or we are lost. 

FoNnTANA Dam, N. C. 

% 
My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
JESUS, THE MIGHTY WoRKER 
ARK 5 tells of three people, a man, 
a woman, and a child, each of 
whom beyond all human _ help. 
Helen's news item is about the first of 
these. 


was 


Devit-PossesseD Man Now FREE 
“Legion,” a man who has been living 
among the mountains and among the 
tombs, is now free of all the demons. 
He used to cry constantly and cut him- 
self with stones; now he is a respectable 
citizen. 
When 


Lord 


“Legion” first saw the 
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GREETING TRACTS 
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Jesus coming to him, he ran to worship 
Him and begged Him not to torment 
him. Jesus commanded the demons to 
come out of him. They came out and 
entered into a herd of swine which was 
near by. There were about two thou- 
sand swine in that herd. When the de- 
mons got into them, all of them ran 
down a steep place into the sea and 
were drowned. 

“Legion,” himself, is now normal and 
well clothed and full of thanks to Jesus 
for His wonderful works.—Helen, Re- 
porter of Gadara, 


Before we leave this story, read the 
first five verses and see on what ground 
I stated that this man was past all hu- 
man help. (He broke every chain that 
was put on him. No man could tame 
him.) Wouldn't you have thought that 
the people of Gadara would have been 
very thankful to the Lord Jesus for 
turning this wild man into a respectable 
citizen? I can imagine how frightened 
the children must have been to have had 
to go anywhere near where he was, Now 
that there was ncthing to fear from him 
any longer, what did the citizens of 
Gadara say to the Lord? Did they say, 
“We are greatly indebted to You for 
healing the man who was the menace 
of the countryside. What can we do 
to show our appreciation? We wish 
You could stay here forever”? No, they 
said nothing of the sort. Read verse 17 
and find out what they did say. (“Will 
you please get out of here?” or similar 
words.) 

Now read the next verse and find 
“Legion’s” prayer. (He wanted to stay 
with Jesus.) That shows he was saved, 
as well as cured. The unregenerate heart 
wants nothing to do with the Saviour, 
as we saw illustrated in the ungrateful 
Gadaranes. The desire of the new heart 
is to be with Jesus. What did the Lord 
tell him to do? Have you girls done 
that? How many of your friends know 
what the Lord has done for you? 

Verses 25 to 34 tell about the Lord’s 
healing of an incurable woman. How 
long had she been ill? What shows that 
she also was incurable? (She had spent 
all her money trying different doctors, 
and none of them helped her. She stead- 
ily grew worse.) Read down to verse 33. 
How was she healed? How foolish the 
disciples were to think that they knew 
better than the Lord, who had touched 
Him! He knew the whole thing all the 
time. Are you and I ever foolish enough 
to question the wisdom of the Jord? 
What did the woman say when the Lord 
Jesus pointed her out? (She told Him 
all the truth.) That is, she told her 
whole story. What a good example to 
us! Form the habit of telling the Lord 
all about everything. What did the Lord 
say to her that shows she also was born 
again? (“Daughter, thy faith hath made 
thee whole; go in peace.”) 

Now let us have Phyllis’s news. 
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DEAD GIRL RECOVERS 

Jesus came back from Gadara by ship, 
When it was known that He was again 
in Capernaum a crowd gathered as usual 
to hear Him and to see His miracles. 
Then out of the crowd came Jairus, a 
ruler of the synagogue. When he saw 
Jesus he fell at His feet and begged Him 
to come and heal his little daughter. 
He said, “My little daughter lieth at the 
point of death: I pray thee, come and 
lay thy hands on her, that she may be 
healed.” Jesus went with Jairus, and 
the crowd followed. While they were 
still on the way, one of Jairus’s servants 
met them and said, “Thy daughter is 
dead: why troublest thou the Master any 
further?” 

Then Jesus said to Jairus, “Be not 
afraid, only believe.” 

When they got to the house, the people 
were all weeping and wailing. Jesus 
said, “Why make ye this ado and weep? 
The girl is not dead, but sleepeth.” The 
people laughed at Him and scorned Him. 
He put them all out, with the exception 
of the girl’s parents. Then he took the 
dead girl by the hand and said, “I say 
unto thee, arise.” She arose and walked, 
and everyone was filled with astonish- 
ment. She is now just as well as ever. 
A dead perscen never came back to life 
in this city before. Truly this Jesus 
is a wonderful person !—Phyllis, home 
reporter for Capernaum, 

Certainly no one would disagree that 
this girl was beyond all human help 
when the Lord Jesus brought her back 
to life. If anyone else touched a dead 
person and commanded him to arise it 
would be simply ridiculous, but Jesus 
Christ is the Lord of life. And His 
voice will one day bring all the dead 
out of their graves. 

Notice that the Lord’s care for this 
girl went beyond just bringing her back 
to life. He wanted that life sustained, so 
He commanded them to give her food, 

These three miracles show us that 
nothing is impossible with God. No man, 
woman, or child is beyond His help 
Things that are absolutely impossible to 
men cause Him no difficulty whatever 
Is it not wonderful that we belong to 
this same all-powerful Lord? 

Before we were saved we were af- 
flicted with the incurable disease of sin 
In fact, we were dead in sins. Now that 
we have been healed we also should tell 
our friends, go in peace, and feed the 
new life He has so graciously given us 

Assignments: Harriet, our seaside re- 
porter, will find another news item in 
Mark 6:32-45. Doris, will you act as 
reporter for Gennesaret? Your item is 
in Mark 6: 47-56. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 

we 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Lesson for February 4 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus, the Great Worker (Mark 5:21-24, 38-45) 


ELL me who. (1) I see a person com- 


ing up from the river, and what 
looks like a dove coming down onto 
Him, (2) I see a person in the wilder- 


wild animals while Satan 

(3) I see a person calling 
I see someone mak- 
ing a sick lady well. (5) I see someone 
forgiving a sick man’s (6) I see 
someone in a boat, telling a story about 
seeds. 

For today’s lesson try to find pictures 
to represent Jairus asking for help 
(Mark 5: 21-24), the Lord comforting him 
(vs. 35, 36), and the raising of the »girl 
(vs, 38-43). Today we see the Lord Jesus 
helping again. A girl’s daddy is so 
worried about her! Do you know what 
is the matter? Do you know how the 
daddy asked the Lord to help? Did it 
look as if the Lord was going to? Lis- 
ten while Mark pictures the daddy run- 
ning to the Lord Jesus as He got off 
the boat (chap. 5:21-24). But there were 
delays and interruptions: other people 
wanted help right then and there, and 


ness among 
tempts Him. 
four fishermen, (4) 


sins, 
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the Lord Jesus stopped to help. He didn’t 


seem to be in a bit of a hurry. And 
Daddy Jairus was in a hurry! His girl 


was getting worse so fast she might die 
before the Lord got there; then it would 
be too late to help, he thought. Those 
other folks could wait. 

Then someone brought the sad news: 
“Your little girl is dead. No use to 
bother the Lord now.” Too late! But 
the Lord Jesus had heard the sad mes- 


sage and He comforted the father: 
“Don’t be worried. Just believe, and 
your little girl will be all right.” Hear 


the words of our Memory Verse: ‘Jesus 
. Saith . . . Be not afraid, only be- 
lieve” (Mark 5:36). 

Then the Lord Jesus did go along with 
Jairus. At the house He told folks to 
stop crying because the little girl was 
not dead but only asleep. They laughed 
at Him. He put everybody out but the 
daddy and mother, and Peter, James, 
and John. Then He took the girl’s hand 
and said, “Little girl, I tell you, wake 
up!” She got up and walked around. 
How surprised and thrilled her daddy 
and mother were! “Don’t talk about 
it,” said the Lord, “but get her some- 
thing to eat.” Waking up the dead girl 
was the most wonderful thing that the 
Lord Jesus had yet done+ Now listen 
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while Mark finishes that story picture 


for us (vs, 38-43), 

Now listen very carefully while I tell 
you something else wonderful You 
are dead if you haven't taken the Lord 


Jesus for Saviour! You are dead 
in sins (Eph, 2:1, 5). You disobey, you 
act up. Oh, you are plenty alive to us, 
but you are dead to God. But the Lord 
Jesus can make you alive as well as that 
twelve-year-old girl long ago. You see, 


your 


He died for you on the cross. So the 
dead part is done! Now if you believe 
in Him and ask Him, He gives you a 


new life, a living life (John 5:24). Then 
you won't die? Your body may go to 
sleep, like the girl's, to wait for the Lord 
Jesus to come and wake it up, but you 
will go to the Lord Jesus Christ in 
Heaven living all the time. When He 
does come to wake up your body (John 


5:28, 29) again, He will make it fine 
and new, like His (1 John 3:2). How 


can He do it? That’s too hard a ques- 
tion for me. Let’s pass it on to the Lord 
Jesus Himself. (Refer to the Bible.) 
“Jesus ... Saith ... Be not afraid, only 
believe.” That was enough for Jairus. 
It will be enough for you, too. 

Under “Jesus sees us” put up a pic- 
ture of a sleeping child and the ques- 
tions: Dead or Asleep? Dead in Sins 
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Christian leaders 


For more than 34 years this faith mission, 
established by the late Rev. L. M. Anglin, 
has been privileged under God to minister 
to homeless, destitute children of China. 
As a result, more than 2000 waifs have 
been won for the Lord, have been sheltered 
and prepared for life under Christ-centered 
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Less than two years ago a similar ministry was estab- 
lished in Lebanon, of the Near East. By the grace of 
God we are seeing encouraging results as homeless 
Arab boys respond to Christian love and care.’ 
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HELPING THE HELPLESS 
TO HELP THEMSELVES 


pre ee Salthanesed shes 


The challenge today 
ever in China and in Lebanon. 
‘Come over and help US!"’ 


Equipped in the Home, these “graduates” 
have assumed positions of responsibility— 
as pastors, teachers, nurses, tradesmen, etc. 
The emphasis in the Home continues, as it 
began, to be first upon the soul and Chris- 
tian character, then upon a chosen profes- 
sion. Of the great number already trained, 
95% have proved successful and are re- 
maining true to the Lord. 


Will you give 
your earnest, prayerful consideration? 





Free literature upon request 


HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 


G. A. Lundmark, President 
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Uncle Sam 
Was a Wise 
Trader Way 
Back in ’67 


6¢7J°WO cents per acre I'll pay 
and not a penny more,” 
Uncle Sam told the Czar back in 
March 1867. So the Russians—being 
reasonable people to deal with in 
those days — signed the deed and 
Alaska came under the American 
flag. Since then, 83 years of gov- 
ernment by the United States 
haven’t been enough to win state- 
hood for “The Great Country,” and 
Alaska remains a territorial store- 
house of wealth and glorious 
promise for the future. 


mm The Sunday 


School Times, in 
co-operation with 
the Northern Pa- 
cific Railway, has 
taken many of its 
readers to see the 
magnificence and 
beauty of Alaska, and in 1951 will 
have its 12th Alaskan cruise so 
that more Americans will add to 
their knowledge and ‘appreciation 
of this territory that is destined 
eventually to become our 49th 
State. If you can go this sum- 
mer, be sure to enroll for the 
unexcelled Christian Fellowship 
Cruise, under the leadership of Mr. 
John W. Lane, Jr. 





But if you prefer a shorter vaca- 
tion, we recommend Yellowstone 
Park! For $200! Indeed for as 
little as $135, one can “Streamline” 
from Chicago out to Old Faithful, 
Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, 
and return, with a marvelous time 
all paid for in full, and money left 
over in the pocket. 

It will cost you a total of 3c, or lc 
more than one acre of Alaska cost 
your Uncle, to write me for free 
Northern Pacific Railway travel 
literature, and then you can think 
over the vacation idea, and later on 
perhaps you'll decide to go. When 
that time comes, I’m sure you will 
be very pleased with the good, 
comfortable, safe service of the 
North Coast Limited, which is 
one of the very nicest trains to 
travel on in this country. 

Just write “G.P.A.,” 952 Northern 
Pacific Railway Building, St. Paul 1, 
Minn., saying, “As a Sunday School 
Times reader, I’d like your free 
Yellowstone folder. Thanks.” Oh, 
say, on second thought, this won’t 
cost you even 3c, as a penny postal 
will do the trick. 
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or Alive With Christ? Surely you will 
pray and strive to lead every child in 
your class to have faith in Christ and 
assurance of salvation. 

Orono, MAINE, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Old Paths.—And when Jesus was 
passed over again by ship unto the other 
side, much people gathered unto him: 
and he was nigh unto the sea (Mark 5: 
21). In a section of a certain city, all 
the churches but one closed their doors 
on Sunday evenings for the summer 
months. A newspaper sent a young 
woman reporter to call on the minister. 
She found him a very plain, humble 
man. When she asked him why his 
church could still get a fair-sized crowd 
on Sunday evenings during the summer, 
and the other churches have to close, 
the minister said: “In our church we 
have stayed to the ‘old paths.’ We 
haven’t tried to use worldly methods to 
attract crowds; we believe the Lord 
Jesus can draw people to Himself when 
He is truly lifted up. He still has that 
power, you know.”—As told by the re- 
porter. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, West 
Hill, Ont., Can. 


When He Met God in the Valley.— 
The woman fearing and _ trembling, 
knowing what was done in her (Mark 
5:33). “I was face to face with death,” 
writes a businessman, “and _ shrinking 
from it with something approaching dis- 
may: my natural courage and strength 
had completely failed me, although I 
had for many years been a firm believer 
in the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. In my extremity I yielded to 
an inner prompting to throw myself in 
utter abandonment into the everlasting 
arms. The result was instantaneous and 
marvelous. Such a wonderful calmness 
and supernatural peace took possession 
of me that the watchers by my bedside 
were astonished to witness the trans- 
formation. The illness continued un- 
abated, with the same alarming daily 
loss of blood, and I sank into a condition 
of excessive bodily weakness, till at 
length I heard with my inward ear a 
still small voice bidding me _ breathe 
quietly and rhythmically. I obeyed; the 
hemorrhage instantly stopped; a special- 
ist found to the surprise of all concerned 
that his offices were not needed. From 
that moment I began to make a good 
recovery. But what I should like to 
publish from the housetops if I could is 
the, to me, awe-inspiring and deeply- 
moving realization that I met God face 
to face in the valley of the shadow of 
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death.”"—From the Dawn. Sent by AIl- 
bert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. Prize 
illustration. 


Instead of Sorrow.—Why make ye this 
ado, and weep? (Mark 5:39.) An old Chi- 
nese Christian had died, and her family 
greeted the missionary with the words, 
“We are so sorry you are not in time to 
see her alive, but the King commanded 
her' presence at 4 a.m., and, of course, she 
gladly obeyed. We are all overcome 
with the honor.” Instead of sorrow there 
was a hushed sense of awe in that poor 
home, and they only spoke of “her ex- 
ceeding weight of glory.” What a !es- 
son for Christian mourners! — From 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


In His Hands.—And he took the dam- 
sel by the hand, and said unto her, 
Talitha cumi; which is, being inter- 
preted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise 
(Mark 5:41). 

I am so safe in His gentle hands, 

Nor would I ask to be free. 
The hands that were laid on the children’s 
heads . 
Will tenderly deal with me 
Hands that succored and hands that 
served, 
That fed the hungry with bread, 
Hands that gave to the blind their sight, 
Hands that raised from the dead. 


O beautiful hands of my living Lord! 
I shall see in eternity — 
Incredible love — my name engraved 
In those hands that were pierced for 
me ! 
—From Martha Snell Nicholson, in the 
King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans, 


A Wife’s Faith for Salvation.—I say 
unto thee. arise (Mark 5:41). An ene 
gineer was ill in a Philadelphia hospital. 
He was living a sinful life, but had a 
praying wife. Finally the doctors said 
he was dead. But the wife said, “No, 
he cannot be dead. I have prayed for 
him for twenty-seven years, and God 
has promised me he shall be saved.” The 
doctors brought six other physicians, and 
each one, after examination, confirmed 
the decision. Meanwhile the woman 
knelt by the cot, insisting that he was 
not dead, and even if he was God would 
bring him back to life. “He cannot die,” 
she said, “until he is saved.” Hour after 
hour passed until at the end of fourteen 
hours the man opened his eyes and asked 
to go home. He recovered, and is now 
again an engineer on the Pennsylvania 
lines. He gladly testifies what Jesus 
can do.—-Source unknown. Sent by M. 
H, James, Toronto, Can. 


Is It Risky?—Jesus .. . saith .. . Be 
not afraid, only believe (Mark 5:36, 
Golden Text). Dr. W. Graham Scroggie, 
speaking at Keswick, said: “When I 
went to report to an editor on one oc- 
casion the particulars of a crisis that had 
arisen in my public life, in consequence 
of which I lost, for the time being, my 
income, he wheeled himself around in 
his chair, and said to me, ‘And what are 
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you going to do now?’ I replied, ‘Trust 
God! He said, ‘That’s a very risky busi- 
ness, isn’t it?’”"—Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


From Question to Fact.—Be not afraid, 
only believe (Mark 5:36, Golden Text). 
At a recent China Inland Mission prayer 
meeting, Dr. F. H. Judd gave news of 
purely Chinese Christian churches, 
founded and carried on by the Chinese 
themselves, and likely to continue and 
to grow even if every foreign missionary 
should be forced out of China. A mem- 
ber, in her prayer, soon after thanked 
God that while many came into the 
meeting somewhat despondent and say- 
ing in their hearts, “Can God —?” they 
would now go away saying triumphantly, 
“God can!”—From a personal experi- 
ence. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


INCE last Sunday’s lesson, Jesus and 

His disciples went across the Sea 
of Galilee to the country of the Gada- 
renes, where He cast out demons from 
a man, and they went into a herd of 
hogs, and the hogs ran swiftly down the 
bank into the sea, and were drowned. 
Of course the men who owned the hogs 
wanted Jesus to leave their country at 
once, but the man who had been set free 
from the awful demons loved Him and 
wanted to go with Him, but Jesus told 
him to stay there and tell the people 
what wonderful thing had been done 
to him. And the man did just what 
Jesus told him, and went into a near-by 
town and began to tell the people of 
the miracle. And really, he didn’t need 
to say a word. All the people around 
there knew of this awful man who 
roamed around in the place of the dead, 
and everyone feared him. But now, 
they saw him sane and telling what had 
happened. The Bible doesn’t say they 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, but 
they marveled at the story of the man. 
Surely some believed. 

Jesus and His disciples went back to 
the seaside near Capernaum, and there 
was the usual crowd, but something 
startling—a ruler of the synagogue 
came through the crowd, and fell at the 
feet of Jesus, begging Him to come to 
his house and lay His hands on his 
twelve-year-old daughter who was sick 
unto death, that she might be healed. 
And Jesus went with him, the crowd 
following, crowding and jamming as 
crowds do. 

And in the midst of that crowd, Jesus 
stopped and turned around and asked, 
“Who touched my clothes?” And His 
disciples answered, “Thou seest the mul- 
titude thronging thee, and sayest thou, 
Who touched me?” But Jesus knew, and 
He looked around to see the woman who 
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had done this. She fell at His feet, and nee 
told Him how she had been sick so long LIGHT and 
and she thought if she could just touch 
His garment she would be healed — she GUIDANCE 


was healed. Jesus said to her, “Daugh- 
ter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go For these days of the 





in peace, and be made whole of thy Age -End — 

plague.” Are YOU reading t 
How that ruler must have felt at all 

this delay in getting to his dying girl! PROPH ECY MONTHLY? 

Just then somebody came telling him the Editors: Keith L. Brooks, V. C. Oltrogge 


girl was dead so there was no use trou- Gunsitduns ob dinatien Gentiete Kanan ten. 
bling the Master any more, but Jesus which the most competent prophetic specialists contribute 
Sai i = i . study material and vital information. You need this 
said to him, “Be not afraid, only be monthly handbook of timely helps. t. bill for 10-mo. 
lieve. trial. b. S. $1.20 yr., foreign $ 


Then He sent the crowd back and took Box BB, Eagle Rock Station, Los Angeles 41 
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Above, 4 portion of a growing class compelled 
to meet in two sections for lack of room. Inset, 
The contemplated “Williams Hall for Men,” 
third of recent campus additions will afford ac- 
commodations for over one hundred. 


“Prosper Thou 
and Build”. Chron. 22:11) 


ITH an enrollment catapult- rooms throughout the City of Marion. 

ing in a few short years from less Consequently, plans for a conser- 
than 200 to nearly 600 resident students vative men's dormitory have been formu- 
and a summer term registration of nearly lated, and funds are being secured for the 
200, the scarcity of dormitory rooms has handsome structure shown above. This will 
become increasingly pressing. Nearly 250 be the third building erected on the new 
men have been forced to secure scattered MARION campus during the past few years. 
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with them only Peter, James, and John, 
and they came to the ruler’s house. Peo- 
ple were wailing and weeping, and Jesus 
Said to them, “Why do you weep? The 
damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.” They 
laughed at Him. He put all out of the 
room except the father and mother of 
the girl, and the disciples, and He took 
the damsel by the hand, and said unto 
her, “Little girl, I say unto thee, arise !” 
He charged the parents rot to tell about 
this, but do you think they could keep 
still? Then he told them to get their 
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STRONG’S EXHAUSTIVE 
CONCORDANCE 
OF THE BIBLE 


By James Strong 


e Accurate, conveniently arranged, 
easy to use, STRONG'S is the com- 
plete concordance of the common 
English Bible—listing alphabetical- 
ly every word in every passage in 
which it occurs. 

STRONG’S CONCORDANCE is 
a biblical library of four complete 
books: 

e@ The Main Concordance, listing 
every word in the Bible. 

@ The Comparative Concordance, 
listing significant words trans- 
lated differently in certain Eng- 
lish and American Revisions. 

e@ Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 
of the Old Testament, 

e Greek Dictionary of the New 
Testament. 

1,809 PAGEs $9.50 

THUMB INDEXED $10.75 


At Your Bookstore ... 





CLARKE’S 
COMMENTARY 
on the Entire Bible 


By Adam Clarke 


@ The distilled wisdom of one of 
the most extensively learned schol- 
ars of any age—the product of forty 
years.of careful labor—CLARKE’S 
COMMENTARY has stood the 
classic test of time and usage. 

Here the Scriptures are illumined 
with reverence and deep faith— 
opening the rich treasures of God’s 
Word to every preacher, teacher, 
Sunday school worker, and student. 
Six big, beautiful volumes to cher- 
ish and use for a lifetime. 

800 PAGES IN EACH VOLUME—BOUND 
IN DURABLE BUCKRAM 


$22.50 per set 
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daughter something to eat. She was 
perfectly well! 

Then Jesus and His disciples left Ca- 
pernaum and went to His old home of 
Nazareth. ; 

What a wonderful story of the wonder- 
ful Lord, who is Lord of all things, Lord 
of life itself! How many times doc- 
tors have said to me, “I can't do any- 
thing but help Nature. She has to do 
the healing.” I said to one man, “Why 
cdcn't you say ‘God’ instead of ‘Nature’?” 
He looked rather troubled and said, 
“Well, I suppose it really is God.” And 
it certainly is God who heals. Whether 
we are healed by the treatment of the 
doctor or by answered prayer alone, it 
is still God who heals. 

How we wish the Lord Jesus could 
have taken some of our loved dead by 
the hand and raised them up, our pre- 
cious children and grandchildren! But 
life is in God’s hands and it is His will, 
not ours, that must be done. His will 
must be our will if we would serve Him 
rightly. 

This is a story children want told over 
and over, and they may ask some hard 
questions. The first time my grandsons 
heard the story, they at once asked, 
“Then if He had power to raise that 
girl from the dead, why did He let 
Sharon die?” Far clder Christians than 
they were, ask the same question, Why? 
They may ask if Jesus can still heal, or 
raise people from the dead. I would 
tell them definitely “Yes.” God is all- 
powerful. He is the same Lord today. 
But He does not choose to raise people 
from the dead today as He did in Bible 
times. Then individuals were raised for 
a special witness to God’s power. To- 
day, we have the written Word for a 
witness to men. As for healing from 
sickness, it all lies in His hands, not ours. 
I know we should always pray for our 
sick, but all our requests should be made, 
“as Thou wilt.” 

I hope you are using the large map 
I suggested and putting a picture on for 
each Sunday. It makes the lesscns more 
vivid for the children, and gives them 
a continuity. It is wise to review a little 
each Sunday, always keeping before 
them that it is the Lord Jesus Christ 
who took these journeys long ago. I 
would suggest that you read to your 
class “One Little Daughter” from Fay 
Inchfawn’s book of poems, “The Little 
Donkey.” 

FELTON, CALIF, 


w 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 54) 

1. Three: Jairus (Mark 5:22), Crispus 
(Acts 18:8), Sosthenes (Acts 18:17). 

2. Elijah (1 Kings 17:17-24), Elisha (2 
Kings 4: 18-27; 13:20, 21), Peter (Acts 9: 
36-43), Paul (Acts 20:6-12). 

3. Our Lord raised people from the 
dead by virtue of an authority which 
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was His by right, while others acted as 
intermediaries, in another’s name, 

4. They all rose to die again. Jesus 
rose to immortality (Rom. 6:9). 

5. Christ’s resurrection secured life 
and immortality for all who believe on 
Him (1 Cor. 15: 12-23). 

6. First, by the delay caused by the 
woman seeking healing (Mark 5: 25-34), 
and then by the news of his child’s death 
(v. 35). 

7. Once we know that God has under- 
taken, we must trust no matter how 
desperate a turn things may seem to 
take. 

8. In verse 37 He stopped the jostling 
crowd from following Him farther; in 
verse 40 He authoritatively put the wail- 
ing crowd out. 

9. He had not come to walk the path 
of glory, but to go the way of the cross. 

10. They stop at the point where peo- 
ple can help thernselves (v. 43b). 


WHEATON, ILI 
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A Scientific Attitude Toward 
the Bible 


(Continued from page 50) 


in Leviticus 26:3-13, and similar pas- 
sages are Deuteronomy 28:1-13 (each 
followed by warnings of contrasted pun- 
ishments for disobedience); and in Ezek- 
iel 36:24-38, which lattér passage shows 
the longing of Geod’s heart to bless 
wherever possible. The first Psalm sums 
up the two ways of man— obedience 
will be blessed, and disobedience meet 
with divine disapproval. 

Not only so, but physicians have 
pointed out that the health laws of the 
Old Testament are remarkable for their 
agreement with modern medical science. 
In his valuable and interesting book, 
“Modern Discovery ahd the Bible,” Dr 
A. Rendle Short has pointed out, with 
regard to the distinction between “clean” 
and “unclean” animals, that “the re- 
markable thing is that modern man, 
after centuries of observation and ex- 
periment, has come to approximately the 
same conclusion. True, we eat the pig, 
the rabbit, the hare, but it is recognized 
that these animals are liable to para- 
sitic infection, and that they are only 
safe if cleanly fed and the flesh well 
cooked. A primitive people would be 
well advised to avoid them” (p. 85). Dr. 
Short continues to show how the Mosaic 
(divine) instructions with regard to the 
treatment of diseases, and even the sab- 
batic year of rest for land, are quite in 
line with modern scientific knowledge. 
So we ate indeed brought to the sci- 
entific conclusion that the laws laid 
dewh in the Bible were, and are, for 
the good of man; and hence, he who 
tefuses to abide by them does so at his 
own risk. 

(To be continued) 
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Should Pupils Listen, Look, 


or Act? JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


(Continued from page 52) 


enly a’ few months ago, but Brown Military Academy of the Ozarks 





magician 

I cannot recall the Gospel application Siloam Springs and Sulphur Springs, Ark. 

if there was one. How much more easily All Grades Through 4-Years College 

will a child forget the real application € ent « fateal ao. © ized 
unless it is made very important to him! degiens in numerous fields of Vocational 
The best object lessons, therefore, are Specialization. 

those in which the applicatioh can be Dr. John E. Brown, Founder 

clearly made as the lesson unfolds. The For full information, address: 

other kind will hold his attention, surely, John E. Brown, Jr. - «= «+ President 





but what right have we, who are com- 
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EMMATS 
BIBLE 
SCHOOL 


For Spiritual Eble Exposttion 


EMMALUS is a Bible School with the emphasis on BIBLE. Its 
primary purpose is to give young Christians a thorough training 
in the Word of God. Over sixty pet cent of its courses are Bible 
subjects, designed to provide a broad knowledge of Scripture truth. 
When a student has completed the one-year course at Emmaus, 
he has received a basic background in the Word of God. 

The three-year course emphasizes intensive, verse-by-verse exposi- 
tion of individual Bible books. This course includes most of the 
books of the New Testament, and several of the Old Testament 
books. 

Training at Emmaus is available without tuition fee to those who 
have completed high school or its equivalent. Special advanced 
courses are arranged for college graduates. 

Young believers who are interested in a Bible-centered education 
are invited to write today for complete information. 


Emmaus Sihle School 
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Christian Printers 


Wanted in modern large Christian plant in Chicago— 
printers including linotype operators, compositors, 
stone men, Kelly and Michle pressmen, bindery work- 
ers, either journeymen, two-thirders or apprentices. 
Non-union shop, good wages, good working conditions 
with other Christians, steady. Write Adv. No. 676, 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 
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missioned by the Lord to teach the Gos- 
pel, to hold his attention 
the sake of entertaining him? 


Some teachers are excellent dramatists 
and use this ability in teaching a Bible 


lesson. It is a fine help when properly 
used, but, as soon as the dramatization 
transfers the attention from the Bible 
lesson to the performing ability of the 
teacher, it is out of place. There seems 
to be a temptation in dramatizing a Bible 
story to add details not found in the 
pages of the Word. I try always to omit 
any additions in telling a Bible story, 
but to adhere closely to the Word, for 
the Bible account is what is needed to 
reach the heart of the child. Also the 
Bible tells us enough to make each story 
fascinatingly interesting to the children 
without adding details from our own 
imagination (Prov. 30:6). 


(To be continued) 
we 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 4 


2. Christ Calls—Im Faith We Serve! 
(John 15:1-17) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


EVELOPING further the,truth found 
in the Scriptures that God calls 
every believer and has a definite work 
for him to do, which was the central 
theme of last week’s topic, we proceed 
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this week to a closer study of the re- 
sponsibilities and privileges that are ours 
in view of the fact that God has planned 
our service for Him and calls us to it 
We saw last week something of the 
holiness and righteousness of God and 
our own unworthiness and inability to 
serve God acceptably, in our own 
strength. But we saw also that when 
God calls an individual, He also pro 
vides for his cleansing and enabling fo: 
service. How that enabling takes place 
is to be found in our Scripture lesson 
for this week from John 15 
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The Lord Jesus was about to go to the 
cross, when He taught His disciples the 
lesson on fruit bearing found in John 
15. After Calvary He would not be 
with them physically day by day ex- 
cept for a few short visits, and before 
long He would ascend to the Father 
These disciples were to be His witnesses, 
after He was gone, through whom the 
world was to learn about Him and 
through whose preaching and teaching 
and writing men were to be led to be- 
lieve on Him and to serve Him. It was 
important therefore that they be pre- 
pared and fortified for the days of sep- 
aration and confusion and persecution 
that were ahead, by a consciousness of 
their oneness with Him, even when they 
could not see and feel His physical pres- 
ence. The simile of the vine and the 
branches was not only to point them to 
the possibility of this oneness, but to 
show them thé absolute necessity of it. 
if they were to be witnesses for Him. 


Ope 
eS 


If you have ever tried to tear loose 
a branch from a grapevine, you have 
encountered considerable difficulty. Be- 
fore you can accomplish such a separa- 
tion you must actually tear away a part 
of the vine itself. If with a sharp knife 
you cut across the juncture of a branch 
with the vine, you will find that the 
fibers of the branch extend down into 
and mingle with the fibers of the vine 
itself, and that likewise the fibers of 
the vine extend upward and blend with 
those of the branch, making a very 
strong and tough joint. This, the Lord 
Jesus says, is a picture of the union be- 
tween Himself and every believer (v. 5). 

He 

Through this union the life of the vine 
flows into the branches (v. 4). The 
branches are not self-maintaining. Apart 
from the vine they can produce nothing 
(v. 5), and are fit only to be destroyed 
(v. 6). Should anything block the chan- 
nels through which the life of the vine 
flows into the branches, no fruit will 
be produced and the branch will wither. 

On the other hand, no amount of strug- 
gling and striving on the part of the 
branches will produce a single bunch of 
grapes. Only the life of the vine can 
produce the fruit. 
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Now notice the three conditions men- 
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tioned that will insure fruit bearing: 

1. Clean channels for the flow of life 
from the vine (vs. 2, 3; John 13:10). 

2. Abiding (v. 4), which includes hav- 
ing no known unconfessed sin and no 
part of the life in which Christ does not 
share or exercise control. 

3. Obedience (vs. 10, 12), which means 
going to Christ for direction and doing 
His will instantly and uncomplainingly 
the moment we know what it is. 

These conditions are implied in our 
topic for this week —faith is required 
in anyone before we are prepared or 
disposed to obey Him; and service and 
obedience must naturally follow if the 
faith is real. It is the burden of the 
old hymn that we have often sung: 

Trust and obey, 

For there’s no other way 
To be happy in Jesus, 

But to trust and obey. 

But there is one more important truth 
in this Scripture portion in John 15 that 
we must not overlook in this matter of 
Christ’s call and our response. His call 
is an imperative. He said to His dis- 
ciples by the shores of Galilee, “Follow 
me!” and He says to them and to us in 
John 15, “Abide in me!” He tells us that 
we have not chosen Him but He has 
chosen us (v. 16). It is not a case where 
we may decide that it would be a com- 
mendable or worth-while thing to serve 
Christ. He commands it, and as our Cre- 
ator, and Saviour and Lord, He has a 
right to do so. We may decide not to 
obey, but we do so against His will and 
contrary to His loving plan and purpose 
for us. 

4 

Are you saying “No!” to the One who 
loves you and gave Himself for you? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Clothing for Korea 





HE Oriental Missionary Society has 

organized a “Korea Relief Cam- 
paign,” for the purpose of collecting 
clothing and other much needed articles 
for the battle-scarred, destitute, and 
homeless in Korea. Sub-zero tempera- 
tures prevail through the winter in the 
greater part of the country. 

A bulletin issued by the Society refers 
to an appeal by the United States Army 
in Washington, D. C., for 20,000,000 
pounds of clothing and other articles, 
and the Army’s offer to provide free 
transportation. The following articles 
in good condition are receivable and ur- 
gently needed: Sweaters, coats, robes, 
and caps; trousers and overalls; chil- 
dren’s outer clothing; women’s dresses 
and skirts; underwear — woolen and cot- 
ton; shoes — adult sizes through 8% all 
widths (high heels and open toes not 
to be desired); socks and_ stockings; 
gloves, mittens, and mufflers; bedding — 
including blankets, comforters, quilts, 
and sheets and pillowcases; yarn, needles 
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Bethel Children’s Home 


Box6i9 - - Jackson, Kentucky 
A refuge for neglected boys and girls in the 
hills of Kentucky. 
Thoroughly Christian. A faith work. 
Literature furnished on request. 
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A FREE GIFT! 


for every child who subscribes to MY CHUM maga- 
zine during the month of January. Children love the 
mer y fine stories, puzzles, Christian comics, cut-outs, 
and hobbycraft materials each month. Costs only 
$2.00 a year, and with each $2.00 subscription a free 
gift will come to you. Samples 10 cents. Let your 
child be the judge. 


MY CHUM Magazine 
Box 8 7 - + Highland, Ill. 
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security and joy to thousands 
through a remarkable 
Christian Plan 


Learn more about a remarkable 
Retirement Plan (operating over 100 years) that en- 
ables you to provide gencrously for your future and 
that of your survivor—at the same time be a benefactor 
of mankind, by helping a great Christian Cause. In- 
terest rates as high as 7% depending upon your age. For 
details, write today for Booklet SS 103, AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 
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* Opens matchless resources of 
sacred song. The all-purpose book 
of deep spirit- 
ual power you 
have long 
awaited. 





FEATURES 


® More heart-warming, 
So -cenainn songs — 
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—352 pages. 


© New songs, new ar- 
rangements or revivals 
—78 in all. 


© Instrumental numbers 
for preludes, etc. 

® Strong special days 
section. 


ture readings—a new 
exclusive feature. 


© More complete Topical 
Index of songs—9! 








“TABERNACLE HYMNS NUMBER FOUR?” is “without an 
equal”. Our years of experience in developing the Tabernacle 
Hymns series, our patient research, and our long planning alone 
has made this great book possible. Satisfies all groups. 

Waterproof cloth covers, strongly bound. 
Price, not prepaid, $95.00 @ hundred. 
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“Tabernacle Hymns Number Four.” 





headings. 4 ome 





® Two binding colors. 1 Adévem, 


© Round or shaped notes. i Church and 


IamO Pastor, 0 Supt., or. - 





Expect to 
Beaty (006) 





© Complete orchestra- r 
Pastor. 


Add, 





tion for 29 instruments. 











Qe es ee ee ee ce ee ee ee ee ee ee ee es 








SAY The new AMERICAN 
... COMMON SPEECH TRANSLATION 


of the Gospel of John is wonderful! It’s not 
just another modern speech translation; it’s 
7 a common speech translation. Even the common 
contractions ike ‘*won’t,’’ ‘‘isn’t,”’ ete., are 
There's nothing else like it! When you 





read 
Youngsters and young people think it’s great. You can get 
the unsaved to read it, too. It’s in the language they 
understand. 
Don’t miss getting some! They cost only $1 for 12; 
$3 for 50; $5.50 for 100. Order from The Life Messen- 
gers, Dept. $-55, Box 515, Seattie 11, Wash. Do it now! 
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$1 brings complete assortment 
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Let us print your tract, book, magazine, etc. 
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When answering advertisements, will you 
please mention The Sunday School Times? 
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share the responsibility of providing a 
Christian education for our young people 
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Your gift will help train the pastors and 
missionaries of tomorrow. Address: 


Shelton College 


New York 19,N Y. 
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and thread; soap — laundry and bath. 

All packages, with shipping charges 
prepaid, should be sent to the Oriental 
Missionary Society, 900 N. Hobart Blvd., 
Los Angeles 29, Calif. Monetary gifts 
are also acceptable and will be cared 
for separately from the regular funds 
of the Oriental Missionary Society. 


we 
“Japan Welcomes the Word” 


VANGELIZATION and Scripture dis- 
tribution in Japan is the subject of 
the new colored sound film called “Japan 
Welcomes the Word” and issued by the 
Pocket Testament League. Alfred A. 
Kunz, executive director of the League, 
says that the campaign has produced 
more than 100,000 professions of faith in 
Christ in all parts of Japan in eighteen 
months and is reaching all classes of 
people.» Less than three years ago mem- 
bers of the Pocket Testament League 
staff now in Japan were freely moving 
about China distributing Gospels and 
Testaments. Now that door is closed. 
No one knows how much _ionger 
the door will remain open in Japan. 
Arrangements to have the colored film 
shown and to hear of the campaign in 
Japan may be made by writing to Mr. 
Alfred A. Kunz, Pocket Testament 
League, 156 Fifth Ave., New York 10. 
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For New Christians 


OR the help of untaught Christians 
or those newly converted, Dr. E. 
Schuyler English, editor of Our Hope 
and author of several books on Bible 
study, prepared a booklet entitled “This 
Is the Life.” There are seven chapters 
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on: What Is a Christian? What It Means 
to Be a Christian, Living the Life, Sup- 
posing a Christian Does Sin, The Chris- 
tian’s Growth—Bible Reading, the 
Christian’s Privilege — Prayer, the Chris- 
tian’s Duty — Witnessing. Each covers 
only two pages and may therefore be 
read in a few minutes. 

A special, new edition of this booklet 
has just been issued for use in connec- 
tion with the “Christ for America” cam- 
paign. It has an attractive glossy paper 
cover in two colors. Ten thousand copies 
were ordered for the Billy Graham cam- 
paign in Atlanta. The booklet may be 
purchased at 15 cents a copy, $1.50 per 
dozen, or $10 per hundred, postpaid, from 
Christ for America, 542 S. Dearborn St., 
Chicago 5. we 


Making Good Use of 
Old Copies of the Times 


HERE are hundreds of men, women, 

and children in the migrant camps 
in the Southwest who are glad to get 
used copies of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs, 
Sunday school story papers, and other 
good Christian literature. These are dis- 
tributed among them by the Rev. O. L. 
Smith, who conducts the Desert Pulpit. 
He holds services in migrant camps, 
prisons, jails, Indian villages, tubercu- 
losis hospitals, and lumber camps. Jn 
a recent letter he writes that there are 
over 5,000 boys and girls in the camps 
and that soon the number will be 
doubled. He could also use soap and 
combs among these young folks. 

Readers may send packages to the 
Rev. O. L. Smith, P O. Box 1388, Tucson, 
Ariz. 
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Mr. Smith's New Edition 
. . ’ 
of Pilgrim's Progress 
HE friend and counselor of SuNDAY 
ScHoot TIMEs readers, Mr. Wade C. 
Smith, has just issued a new and re- 
written edition of “Pilgrim’s Progress,” 


illustrated by his incomparable Little 
Jetts. The narrative is reduced to 104 
pages, but the illuminating Gospel alle- 


gory is preserved in its completeness, 
with all those wonderful names which 
mirrored the characters of the story. 
This edition is designed to catch and 
hold the interest of the youngest readers, 
and to be a valuable aid to parents and 
teachers in imparting this beautiful story 
to the minds and hearts of children. 

Copies may be ordered at $1.75 each, 
postpaid, from the Rev. Wade C. Smith, 
Fontana Dam, N C. 
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Tracts and Booklets on 
Eternal Security 
(Continued from second puge) 
Press, 267 Montauk Ave., New London, 

Conn., 15 cents a dozen.) 
“Eight Gospel Absurdities If a Born- 
Again Soul Ever Loses Salvation,” “Can 
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postage. 
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a Saved Person Ever Be Lost?” “The 
Backslider.” By John R. Rice, D.D. 
(Sword of the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, 
Ill., 15 cents each). 

“Is Justification Eternal?” By Willard 
M. Aldrich. (From the author, P, O, Box 
No. 1, Vancouver, Wash., 5 cents each; 
25 cents a dozen; 100 for $2.) 

“Eternal Salvation,’ By Thomas H. 
Hohn. ‘From the author, 648 Jack St., 
Greensburg, Pa., 45 cents each; 3 copies, 
$1.25.) 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 29 to February 4 


Mon.—Psalm 145:1-5. 
God Doeth Marvelous Things. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “One generation 
shall praise thy works to another, and 
shall declare thy mighty acts.” God’s 
majesty and works are beyond all praise, 
Infiniteness and boundlessness are re- 
vealed in His creations. His mighty acts 
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and majesty provide men and angels 
with subjects for eternal wonder, love, 
and praise. Pray for Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship, 1444 N. Astor St., Chi- 
cago 10. 


Tues.—Mark 4:35-41. The Storm Stilled. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He arose, and 
rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, 
Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, 
and there was a great calm.” The one 
by whom the worlds were made by the 
word of His mouth stilled the stormy 
wind and the raging Sea of Galilee. God 
manifest in flesh is still Master of earth, 
sky, and sea. We can have no trouble 
with Bible miracles when we know Jesus 
Christ is God. He only doeth wondrous 











On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance te you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 
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LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hungry cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 
Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. 
and help requested. Write to 
LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P. 0. Box 488-T Chicago 90, Illinois 


Interdenominational—A Work of Faith 


Your prayers 
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A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Sc.D., LL.D. 

A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringingit upto 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 

Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 
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HUNDREDS OF HOURS OF 
EXCITING AND PLEASURABLE 
READING 


Here, at last, is the REAL MESSAGE 
of THE NEW TESTAMENT in 
Every-day wording YOU and YOUR 
CHILDREN CAN UNDERSTAND, 
together! 


Che New Testament 
in the 
Lanquage of the People 


By Dr. Charles B. Williams 


Were you to take out of the Bible all its “begats” 
and “whereases,” and translate it into today’s plain 
American language, WHAT WOULD YOU FIND? 

No antique wording here — but all the “meat” 
without the “bones”—the long awaited easy-to-read, 
easy -to-digest translation of the world’s greatest 
book—the best and biggest selling book ever. Here 
are the simple words that changed the world. Here 
is the MOST BEAUTIFUL STORY EVER TOLD 
—now retold SO that you don’t have to be a preacher 
to enjoy it. Gone are the “thy’s.” Gone are the 
“doest” ... At last you are offered the opportunity 
of reading and studying — seeing for yourself this 
most amazing translation of the world’s greatest 
book, at no risk whatever! 


HERE IN ONE BOOK IS THE 
ANSWER TO EVERYTHING YOU 
WANT TO KNOW ABOUT LIFE! 


In this modern age of chaos you owe it to your children to 
give them the SPIRITUAL SATISFACTION and CLEARER 
INSIGHT they will derive from this simple-to-understand 
translation of the Greatest Story Ever Told. They will have 
many occasions in their future to thank you. When your chil- 
dren GET MARRIED let them FACE LIFE WITH THE 
SECURITY AND STABILITY THAT IS FOUND IN 
THE WISDOM OF THE BIBLE. 


START A BIBLE CLASS! 


Readily understandable by Ministers, Students and Laymen 
alike. Enjoy the enlightening discussions, and the bonds of 
friendship developed in a club of this kind 


them gtd YOUR CHilisne 
SPIRITUAL SAT Ispoe 
in the Wisdom of F4% 


y 
ION heal 


¢ Bible, 












For § 

: tuden * 
ily Unders = OF 
TOm Pre; 


tandable Bible Cc 


lass, Read. 


udice ¥ everyone; free 


Read What Well-Known 
Authorities Say: 


““An EXCELLENT, accurate translation in 
> clear readable modern glish, 

vho believes the Gos- 
commended.’’ — Sunday 





**Absolutely free from prejudice, the cor- 
rect translation of the orig al without de- 
nominational bias.'’—N. B. Hardeman, Freed- 
Hardeman College, Henderson, Tennessee. 

‘*This is an excellent volume for the read- 
ing table in the home .. .’' —Lioyd S. 
Crossman, Dept. of Bible, Friends Univer- 
sity, Wichita, Kansas. 


“One of the best English translations in 
existence. Gives the most accurate rendering 
of the Greek text . At the same time 
maintains a good lern English style. . .’’ 
—Edward A. McDowell, The Southern Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 


a 
SAMPLE 
OF BOOK 


From the Easter 
Story, Williams’ 
New Testament... 

I have not spoken 
anything in secret. So 
why are you question- 
ing Me? Ask those who 
heard what I told them. 
Of course, they know what 
I said.”” 


575 pages 514” x 8” with 
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footnotes, list of topics; introduction to each 


book of New Testament. 
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things. Pray for Mission to the Mi- 
grants, Inc., 2007 W. 78th Place, Los An- 
geles 47. 
Wed.—Mark 5:1-14. A Demoniac Healed. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Sitting, and 
clothed, and in his right mind” (v. 15). 
Stormy minds and stormy winds become 
calm at the command of the Lord. He 
delights to make families happy by ban- 
ishing things which plague and mar do- 
mestic happiness. The happy home of 
the healed demoniac illustrates what 
Christ desires to do for sad homes where 
demon drink has held sway. Pray for 
Rockmont College, Denver 5. 


Thurs.—Mark 5:15-20. 

Telling What the Lord Hath Done. 
“He began 
great things Jesus 
One lone remark- 
make multi- 
minister who 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
to publish . how 
had done for him.” 
able convert to Christ can 
tudes marvel. Happy is the 
has at least one who has been rescued 
from the mouth of the “lion.” The 
power of Christ to save is as great now 
as then, and that every minister should 
have at least one great testimony in his 
church is as much needed now as in the 
days of old. Pray for Sunshine Gospel 
Mission, 604 N. Clark St., Chicago 10. 


Fri—Mark 5:21-24, 35-43. 
The Daughter of Jairus Raised. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thy daughter is 
dead: why troublest thou the Master 
any further?” Jesus saith, “Be not afraid, 
only believe.” The one who gave us our 
being is able to raise the dead. No 
greater power of God is needed in man’s 
resurrection than was displayed in man’s 
creation. He who spake and it was done, 
and commanded and it stood fast, can as 
easily call men all out of their graves and 
summon them to their final account. 
Pray for Bible Institute of Pennsylvania, 
160 N. 15th St., Philadelphia 2 


Sat.—Mark 5:25-34. A Woman Cured. 

PRAYER SucGcEstTions: “Daughter, thy 
faith hath made thee whole: go in peace, 
and be whole of thy plague.” True faith 
takes the Lord for its object and hope. 
And blessed is the soul that looks to 
the Lord and hopes in His mercy. This 
woman is an examp!'e for all suffering 
souls. Let all follow her faith in the 
Son of God and hope even against hope 
and inherit Pray for Taylor 
University, Upland, Ind 


Sun.—Mark 6:1-6. 

When Jesus Did No Mighty Works. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS “He could 
there do no mighty work.” Our Lord 
still holds back the display of His 
mighty power. Evidence of His pass- 
ing over people and places are every- 
where about us. Unbelief still robs 
souls and congregations of His sav- 
ing grace. We must honor the Lord if 
we want Him to bless. He honors 
faith, but spurns unbelief. Pray for 
Detroit Bible Institute, 17370 Megers 
Rd., Detroit 35. 
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